
AVOCA – Marlene Joyce Ren-
feld, daughter of Delbert and 
Leone (Densmore) Leslie was 
born on August 27, 1936 in Har-
lan.  She was the oldest of four 
children.  Marlene was baptized 
and confirmed at United Church 
of Avoca in Avoca.  She gradu-
ated from Avoca High School with 
the class of 1954.  Marlene was a 
lifetime member of United Church 
of Avoca. 

On March 2, 1961, Marlene 
was united in marriage to Donald 
Renfeld in Avoca. From this marriage four children were raised: Doreen, 
Denise, Dean and Deanna. Marlene worked many jobs throughout her 
lifetime, some including: secretary for the Avoca school system from 
1953 to 1955, Ruback’s Super Market as a cashier, a waitress for several 
local cafes, housekeeping and retiring from The Heritage Inn in 2001. 

Marlene loved to bowl, word searches, hold Sunday dinners after 
church and vacationing in Okoboji every summer. She was a big fan of 
Elvis Presley, Reba McEntire, Lady Vikes and Mighty Vikings. Marlene 
was very dedicated to her family, never missing a sporting event of her 
children nor grandchildren. She was referred to as the “Bleacher Ref-
eree” to many around the community. Her family meant more to her than 
anything, especially her grandchildren and great-grandchildren. 

Marlene died on Monday, November 5, 2018 at Jennie Edmundson 
Hospital in Council Bluffs, attaining the age of 82 years, two months and 
nine days.  

In addition to her parents, Marlene is preceded in death by her hus-
band Donald Renfeld, beloved daughter Doreen Pieken, brothers Larry 
and Dennis Leslie and her precious dog Silver. 

Left to cherish her memory, her children Denise Grace of Avoca; Dean-
na “Tina” and her husband Ron Scroggie of Avoca; Dean Renfeld and 
his special friend Sheryl Carpenter of Council Bluffs; 10 grandchildren; 
18 great-grandchildren; brother Russell Leslie and his wife Suzanne 
of Council Bluffs; sisters-in-law Gloria Renfeld and Sharon Leslie both 
of Hancock; brothers-in-law Gordon Renfeld and his wife Margaret of 
Council Bluffs; Wayne Renfeld of New York; best friend Sandra Randall 
of Walnut; nieces and nephews; other relatives and many friends.  

A 10:30 a.m. funeral service was held on Monday, November 12, 2018 
at United Church of Avoca in Avoca with Pastor Robert Sieck officiat-
ing. Casket bearers were Adam Pieken, Brian Grace, Derek Renfeld, 
Schuyler Kiesel, Brent Kiesel, Dylan Kiesel, Austin Fink and Cory Leslie.  
Honorary casket bearers were Stephanie Pieke, Wendy Pieken, Ryan 
Grace, Kristen Renfeld, Starr Pieken, Katlyn Van Scoy, Paige Heller, Kal-
lie Van Scoy, Logan Heller, Jacey My-
ers, Drake Kiesel, Kale Scheffler, Elias 
Kiesel, Tyler Pieken Ivy Gace, Chris-
tian Pieken, Maverick Kiesel, Jersey 
Myers, Jameson Myers, Corbin Piek-
en and Lennox Kiesel.  Interment was 
held at Graceland Cemetery in Avoca.

Pauley Jones Funeral Home in Av-
oca were in charge of arrangements.
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