
Clarence Arthur 
Reinig

Portsmouth - Clarence 
Arthur Reinig was born April 
24, 1934 to John and Margaret 
(Schwery) Reinig at the family 
farm near Panama, IA. He at-
tended nearby country school-
houses in Washington Town-
ship. He was baptized, received 
first communion, and was con-
firmed at St. Mary of the As-
sumption Catholic Church, in 
Panama, where he remained 
an active parishioner until his 
death. Clarence found fulfillment in his faith, family, farming, and 
his community and country.

Clarence served in the U.S. Navy as an aircraft mechanic. 
From 1956-1957, he was stationed at Cecil Field in Jacksonville, 
FL and completed tours aboard the USS Saratoga and USS Ti-
conderoga in the Mediterranean Sea. In 1957, he moved with his 
parents and two sisters to their new home and farm on Highway 
44 near Portsmouth, IA. From there, Clarence continued to ex-
pand his farming operation and make his home. 

Clarence dedicated his life to nurturing the land and livestock. 
Over a lifetime of farming, he went from picking corn by hand 
to combining eight rows at a time. Together with his right-hand 
man of 33 years, Darrel Leinen, Clarence planted and harvested 
crops, plowed fields and fixed terraces and waterways, repaired 
and reconfigured machinery, and created innovative unloading 
and drying grain systems. Such ingenuity and aptitude combined 
with a diligent work ethic was the foundation of Reinig Farms. 
Clarence took pride in displaying antique machinery in the yard 
and making improvements to his buildings, including painting 
the doors red and erecting a windmill. Such creative engineering 
started in childhood when Clarence and his brother Ed would 
make their own farm toys.

On April 9, 1983, Clarence married Jann Deitchler at St. John’s 
Lutheran Church in Mineola, IA. Clarence and Jann welcomed 
one daughter, Lydia. Together they created a loving family and 
made many memories. He enjoyed visiting with and celebrating 
birthdays and holidays with extended family. Spending time with 
nieces and nephews was important to him. Friends and neigh-
bors enjoyed his hearty laugh. 

Clarence traveled extensively with family and friends, visiting 
over 30 countries, including agricultural tours to South America 
and Australia, tours in Asia, Europe, and the Holy Land, as well 
as numerous driving vacations throughout the US, Ireland, and 
to Alaska. Clarence was an avid snow skier in Colorado and en-
joyed dancing, particularly polka and ballroom. 

Clarence was honored to serve his church on the St Mary’s 
Parish Council, Finance Council, and Building Committee, which 
guided the construction of the new parish hall. He represented 
the parish on the Shelby County Catholic Schools Endowment 
for eight years. He was also a member of the Shelby County 
Farm Bureau Board and Legislative Committee. In 2013, he was 
recognized with the Distinguished Service to Agriculture Award 
by the Shelby County Farm Bureau. More recently, Clarence had 
dedicated his time to the restoration of the Panama One-Room 
Schoolhouse Museum. He attended this schoolhouse as a child. 
Community support was important to Clarence along with dona-
tions to charities and those in need globally. 

 His Catholic faith was strong and sustaining. Paired with stoic 
humility and a reverent smile, Clarence faced several discourag-
ing health diagnoses with courage and determination. He was 
never one to miss Mass-even when abroad or on duty. Sunday 
morning coffee after Mass was always a highlight of the week. 

 Clarence is survived by his wife Jann of Portsmouth; his 
daughter Dr. Lydia Reinig of Durham, NH; siblings Gerald 
(Loanne) Reinig of Portsmouth; Helen Mouser of Wichita, KS; Dr. 
Alice Reinig (Norm Schoenfeld) of Del Mar, CA; Ed (Betty) Reinig 
of Harlan, IA; Margie Taylor of Arvada, CO; sister-in-law Sylvia 
Kepford of Fullerton, CA; many nieces and nephews, neighbors, 
and friends. Clarence is proceeded in death by his parents, John 
and Margret Reinig; siblings Jerome Reinig, Leonard and wife 
Rose Mary Reinig, and Irene Reinig; brother-in-law Kenny Mous-
er; and godson Greg Taylor.

 An 11:00 AM Private Family Mass of Christian Burial was cel-
ebrated by Rev. David Smith S.J. on Monday, December 7, 2020 
at St. Mary’s Catholic Church in Panama.  Keith Campbell, Ray 
Chipman, Mark Deitchler, Randall Deitchler, Ann Reinig Mahl-
berg, Ed Propst, Rick Reinig, and Ralph Tremel served as hon-
orary casket bearers.  Darrell Leinen, Jamie Fahn, Bill Reinig, 
Dave Reinig, Richard Ohlinger, and Rick Ohlinger served as cas-
ket bearers.  Military Rites 
were provided by Harlan 
American Legion Helmer 
Reyelt Post No. 150 at the 
Harlan Cemetery in Harlan.

Pauley Jones Funeral 
Home was in charge of the 
arrangements.
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