
HARLAN – Alyce Ann Goetz 
was born on September 17, 1929 
to Al Goetz and Cecilia (Weihs) 
Goetz in Panama.  She was 
baptized at the Panama Catholic 
Church where she also attended 
school through the eighth grade.  
Alyce was a very adventurous 
young women who decided 
at the age of 13 she was old 
enough to start a new chapter of 
her life.  She was never afraid of 
hard work which included finding 
work in the area, detassling corn, 
babysitting or waitressing.  

At the age of  16 she began working at the famous “Chicken Hut” in 
Harlan, where she met her soulmate,  Anker Rasmussen.  He was home 
on leave when they met and instantly fell in love. They were married on 
November 26, 1945.  Shortly after they bought a home in Harlan and 
began their life together. They became parents to three children: Cheri, 
Barb and Rick.

Through the years of waitressing she was able to buy the famous Har-
lan House Coffee Shop. She was well known for her famous pies and 
homemade meals.  She also served her community with 35 years of run-
ning the food department for the bloodmobile. She enjoyed the people 
and the many friends she made along the way. She also enjoyed being 
a greeter for the Pauley Jones Funeral Home for many years. She was 
active in quilting groups and any type of volunteer work when she could 
serve the community. Her and Anker purchased a lake home at Lake 
View, which they enjoyed for 18 years with their family and friends.  Many 
great memories were made there. Her greatest enjoyment was the times 
spent with her grandchildren and spoiling them every minute she had the 
opportunity to do so. She was a very loving mother and grandmother.  
We always called her a very “classy lady.”  She recently became a great-
great grandmother which was quite an achievement for her. 

Alyce passed away on Thursday, March 21, 2019 at Myrtue Medical 
Center in Harlan, attaining the age of 89 years, six months and four days.  
She was preceded in death by her parents, her husband, her son-in-law 
and siblings Donald, William, Agnes and Theresa.

Left to cherish her memory are her children Cheri Holloway of Kirk-
man; Barbara Seeley of Harlan; Rick (Paulette) Rasmussen of Defiance; 
sister Helen Schmitz of Atlantic; sister-in-law Julia Goetz of Panama; 
10 grandchildren; 18 great-grandchildren; one great-great-grandchild; 
nieces and nephews; other family and 
many friends.

An 11 AM Memorial Service was of-
ficiated by Rev. Laurie Riley on Satur-
day, March 30, 2019 at Pauley Jones 
Funeral Home in Harlan.  Inurnment 
will take place at a later date at Union 
Township Cemetery in Defiance.

Pauley Jones Funeral Home was in 
charge of the arrangements.
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