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Remembrance

Phyllis Ann
Monahan, 76

Sept. 28, 1942 - April 3, 2019

HARLAN - Phyllis Ann Mona-
han was born to Ural and Evelyn
(Bissen) Smith on September 28,
1942 near Dunlap. She was bap-
tized and confirmed at St. Mary’s
Catholic Church in Panama. She
attended country school through
eighth grade, then graduated
from St. Mary’s High School in
Panama in 1960.

She graduated from Mercy
Hospital School of Nursing in
Council Bluffs in 1963 and be-
came a Registered Nurse.

On October 12, 1963, she was united in marriage to Kenneth Mona-
han at St. Mary of Assumption Church in Panama. They were blessed
with five sons: Jeffrey, Kurt, Thomas, Dean and Lon. They lived in Ports-
mouth.

She worked at a physician’s office for one year, then at Myrtue Medical
Center until retirement in 2002. During those years she also worked for
IWCC as an instructor in their Nursing Program. While her children were
growing up she worked part-time to be able to spend time with them and
attend school academic and sport events.

Phyllis was a member of Our Lady of Fatima Catholic Church, the Altar
Society, and taught CCD for several years. In 1990, she and Ken moved
to Harlan and became members of St. Michael’s Catholic Church, where
she joined the Ladies Guild.

She loved to cook and bake for family and friends. She enjoyed veg-
etable and flower gardening, reading, riding her bicycle and water skiing.
Most of all, she loved time with her husband, children, grandchildren and
great grandchildren.

Phyllis died on Wednesday, April 3, 2019 at EIm Crest Retirement
Community in Harlan, attaining the age of 76 years, six months, and six
days.

Phyllis was preceded in death by her parents, sister Marilyn Kleffman,
and grandson-in-law Jorge Lopez-Hansen.

Phyllis is survived by her husband of 56 years Kenneth Monahan of
Harlan; sons Jeffrey Monahan and Laura Roberts of Portsmouth; Kurt
(Stancey) Monahan of Carpinteria, CA; Thomas (Sandra) Monahan of
Cedar Rapids; Dean (Alicia) Monahan of Harlan; Lon (Kristi) Monahan
of Polk City; nine grandchildren Justin (Ann) Monahan and Abby Lopez-
Hansen; Austin Monahan; Max, Rylen and Gracie Monahan; Mckrae,
Adra and Kenna Monahan; great grandchildren Jorge Lopez-Hansen
and Kinsley Monahan; brothers Norman (Jean) Smith of Dunlap; Gay-
len (Zita) Smith of Portsmouth; Roland Smith of Panama; Randy (Bon-
nie) Smith of LaVista, NE; Dan (Tammy) Smith of Bondurant; nieces and
nephews; other family members and many friends.

An 11 AM Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated by Rev. John
Frost, Rev. Paul Monahan, and Rev. Don Bruck on Friday, April 12,
2019 at St. Michael’s Catholic Church in Harlan. Justin Monahan, Abby
Lopez-Hansen, Austin Monahan, Max
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as urn bearers. Inurnment was held at (712) 755-3135 + (800) 831-6805

St. Mary’s Cemetery in Portsmouth. www.pauleyjones.com
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