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June 6, 1930 – Nov. 14, 2019

Harlan - Dorothy Ann Lefe-
ber, daughter of Melvin and Loretta 
(Schmitz) Branstetter was born June 6, 
1930 in Westphalia.   She was baptized 
and confirmed at St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church in Panama.   She attended St. 
Mary’s Catholic School in Panama.  Af-
ter the death of her mother, at the age of 
fourteen, Dorothy stayed home to take 
over household chores while her father 
worked to provide for the family.   She 
has helped raise 5 generations.

On June 27, 1950, Dorothy was united 
in marriage to Russell Lefeber at St. Mary’s Catholic Church in Panama.  
To this union three daughters and three sons were born: Lory, Linda, Lois, 
Lyle, Larry and Lon.  After their wedding, Russell and Dorothy made their 
home in Woodbine before moving to Harlan in 1970. Dorothy stayed home 
to raise her children and tend to the household.  She was a member of St. 
Michael’s Catholic Church in Harlan.

Dorothy died on Thursday, November 14, 2019 at Elm Crest Retirement 
Community in Harlan.   In addition to her parents, she was preceded in 
death by her husband Russell, daughter Lois Goetzinger and sons-in-law 
Bill Goetzinger, Bill Thomsen; daughter-in-law Nancy Lefeber, grandson 
Jason Nielsen, siblings Betty McKee, Donna Mae Schafer, and Danny 
Branstetter.

She is survived by her children Lory Thomsen of Denison; Linda (Craig) 
Williams of Woodbine; Lyle (Jane) Lefeber of Omaha, NE; Larry (Sharon) 
Lefeber of Deerfield Beach, FL; Lon (Gayle) Lefeber of Lincoln, NE; 22 
grandchildren; 51 great grandchildren; 9 great-great grandchildren with 1 
one the way; siblings Marietta Jacobs of Chisago City, MN; Cecil Brans-
tetter of Logan; Rick (Laura) Branstetter of Avoca; nieces and nephews; 
other family members and friends.

An 11:00 AM Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated by Rev. John Frost 
on Monday, November 18, 2019 at St. Michael’s Catholic Church in Har-
lan.  Brenda Mintle, Becky Nelson, Trina Ortwine, Jennifer Daggett, Ann 
Tikippe, and Kate Wendt served as honor-
ary casket bearers.  Troy Price, Benjamin 
Lefeber, Brian Williams, Jeremy Nielsen, 
Aaron Williams, Nicholas Lefeber, Matt 
Williams, and Josh Nielsen served as 
casket bearers.  Interment was held at St. 
Boniface Cemetery in Westphalia.

Pauley Jones Funeral Home was in 
charge of arrangements.
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