
WESTPHALIA – Leona Jo-
sephine Kaufmann, daughter 
of Jacob and Mary (Petsche) 
Schomer, was born on Novem-
ber 8, 1917 in Westphalia. She 
was baptized and confirmed at 
St. Boniface Catholic Church 
in Westphalia. She attended 
St. Boniface Catholic School in 
Westphalia and graduated from 
there in 1935.

On August 10, 1939 Leona mar-
ried Lawrence (Pat) Kaufmann at 
St. Boniface by Fr. Duren. The 
couple resided on a farm near Westphalia. She raised chickens on the 
farm while helping with dairy cows, pigs, and row crops. Every two years, 
Leona would get a fresh batch of 200 chickens to raise. Twice a day, 
she would go out to gather eggs. She was on the farm until July of 2013.

Leona was a member of St. Boniface Rosary Society and Westphalia 
Sewing Circle. She was a lifelong member of St. Boniface’s Parish. 

Cooking and baking are a few things Leona loved to do. She enjoyed 
making pies and brownies for the trap shooters that would come each 
week to the trap range. She worked outside in her garden to raise many 
flowers and various fruits and vegetables for canning, cooking, and bak-
ing. She also enjoyed listening to people play the piano, making rosa-
ries, and doing word searches. Leona and Pat would go square dancing 
quite often. She would also cheer on the various basketball and baseball 
teams Pat was on or coached. The thing Leona loved most was all of her 
family members, especially spending time with them.

Leona J. Kaufmann died on Monday, June 18, 2018 at Elm Crest in 
Harlan. She had reached the age of 100 years, seven months, and 10 
days.

Leona was preceded in death by Lawrence (Pat) Kaufmann (husband 
- January 1973), Michael Kaufmann (son - January 1961), Jacob and 
Mary Schomer (parents), Joe Schomer (brother), Loretta Wilson (sister), 
and Ralph Schomer (infant brother), Gene Hahn (son-in-law). 

Leona is survived by her children Irene (David) Hahn of Queen Creek, 
AZ; Eileen Hahn of Manilla; Leonard (Sandy) Kaufmann of Manilla; Le-
land (Lorene) Kaufmann of Harlan; and Danny (Heather) Kaufmann of 
Harlan. She is also survived by 13 grandchildren, one step-grandchild, 
16 great-grandchildren, five step-great-grandchildren, several nieces 
and nephews, and friends.

A 10:30 AM Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated by Rev. David 
Smith S.J. on Friday, June 22, 2018 at 
St. Boniface Catholic Church in West-
phalia.  Brad Hahn, Elaine Blicken-
staff, Pat Hahn, Gail Kay, Sara Chris-
tiansen, and Jill Munson served as 
casket bearers. Interment was held at 
St. Boniface Cemetery in Westphalia.

Pauley Jones Funeral Home was in 
charge of the arrangements.
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