
HARLAN NEWSPAPERS • SPEciAL SEctioN • octobER 16, 2020

Denison Drywall Supply, Inc.

Come in and check out 
our Materials, Supplies and Tools 

for all of your drywall needs!
DRYWALL: Available in 1/4”, 3/8”, 1/2”, 5/8” in 

di� erent lengths, also carry Moisture Board,    
Dens-Shield Tile Backer, Durock Cement Board, etc.

ACCESSORIES: All Purpose Joint Compounds USG, 
Texture, Screws, Tape, etc.

ACOUSTICAL CEILING:  Ceiling tile and 
Intermediate Duty Grid System - Wall Angle, 
Mains, Tees, etc.

METAL FRAMING: Studs and Track for interior 
and exterior, Angle Corner, Furring Channel, 
Z-Channel, Backing, etc.

WE ALSO CARRY A FULL LINE OF 
Trim-Tex Plastic Corner Bead and Accessories, as well as 

Metal Corner Bead, Stucco Bead, Strait Flex products, etc.

P.O Box 453  |  Hwy. 30 East  |  Denison, IA 51442
712-263-3981  |  Fax 712-263-6367

Store Hours:   Monday - Friday 8 am - 5 pm

P.O. Box 453  I  2307 Hwy 30 East  I  Denison IA 51442
(712) 263-3981  I  Fax (712) 263-6367

HoME  iMPRoVEMENt
Prairie Fire Development Taking Shape
Construction crews moving at fast pace; homes will be ready soon

By Bob Bjoin,
Managing Editor

 HARLAN – Harlan’s 
newest housing development 
is coming along quickly as 
construction on the new 
Prairie Fire Development in 
north Harlan heads into its 
final stages.
 Harlan city officials said 
the Christiansen Meadows 
subdivision when completed 
will be a wonderful addition 
to the community.
 “The project is com-
ing along quite nicely,” said 
Harlan City Administrator 
Gene Gettys, Jr.  “The hous-
ing they are constructing is 
what they represented to our 
community. 
 “The quality and ap-
pearance are excellent ad-
ditions to our housing stock 
and the GH Christiansen 
residential subdivision.”
 Gettys said the city’s 
previous housing assess-
ments and studies indicated 
a need for various types of 
housing and this project is 
clearly addressing the need.
 “City and HMU staff 
have been actively working 
with the project on plan-
ning, support, inspections 
and connections,” he said.  
“The contractors have been 
attentive and responsive. We 
have also heard from local 
businesses on the positive 
impact their business has 
experienced from the proj-
ect.”
 Todd Valline, executive 
director of the Shelby Coun-
ty Chamber of Commerce 
& Industry, added, “It has 
been exciting over the past 
few months to watch the 
progress of the project’s con-
struction. 
 “The buildings look 
great and have really 
changed the landscape of 
the sub-division. Our under-
standing is the pre-leasing 
efforts are going well and 
we look forward to holding a 
ribbon cutting very soon to 
celebrate this new addition 
to the community.”

Christiansen Meadows
 The project, entitled 
Christiansen Meadows, is 
named after longtime Har-
lan mayor the late Gary 
Christiansen. The project 
has been awarded housing 
tax credits from the Iowa 
Finance Authority for the 
project allowing it to be de-
veloped.
 Prairie Fire Develop-
ment Group LLC received 

HISTORY
 HARLAN - The scope 
of the City of Harlan’s new 
Dye Street housing develop-
ment created the potential 
for 79 single and multi-
family housing lots to the 
northern edge of the Harlan 
city limits. 
  In  2008, the Harlan 
City Council approved the 
purchase of approximately 
40 plus acres of land near 
Seventh and Dye Streets 
from Gale Vandenberg for 
$175,000, and $300,000 to 
Randy Brandon.  Grading, 
installation of gas, water, 
electric, phone, fiber optics 
and sewer lines began on 
May 30, 2008. 
 In 2017, Foutch Broth-
ers, West Des Moines, 
received tax credit approval 
and built 25 units in the 
Christiansen subdivision – 
15 single-family homes and 
10 duplexes at an estimated 
total cost of more than $4.2 
million. All of the units are 
currently occupied, and 
also in the development are 
several private homes not 
associated with the Foutch 
project.
 In 2019, Prairie Fire 
Development Group LLC, 
Kansas City, MO, received 
$710,833 in housing tax 
credits for a total of 40 new 
construction affordable units 
for the Christiansen Mead-
ows subdivision project.

 Construction crews work 
on the exterior work at the hous-
ing development in north Har-
lan.  (Photos by Kim Wegener)

Customizable Commercial Rental Property

Veteran Owned and Operated Company

New Construction • Remodeling
Foundation Repair • Concrete Work

New Houses are being built in the 
Christiansen Meadows/Dye St. 

Development - $185,000 turnkey

Call us for a no obligation quote!

“When it comes to construction, 
don’t just make the right choice -

make the Patriot’s Choice”

“
Todd Valline

...SCCC&I
Director

Gettys
...Harlan City
Administrator

Housing please see next page

       The quality and
appearance are excellent
additions to our housing
stock and the GH Christiansen
residential subdivision.

$710,833 in housing tax cred-
its for a total of 40 new con-
struction affordable units 
for the Christiansen Mead-
ows subdivision project.
 They purchased lots in 
the Dye Street Development 
and began construction this 

      We look forward to
holding a ribbon cutting very 
soon to celebrate this
new addition to our
community.

“
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• Septic Tanks
• Septic Risers/Lids 
• Tile Holding Pits
• Various Diameter Tile
• Pole Pads
• Pet/Animal Food Dishes 
• Custom Concrete Slabs

• Septic Tanks

HARLAN 
CEMENT WORKS

2102 6th St. Harlan, IA
Open Mon. - Fri. 8-4 or by appointment

712-755-2325 • harlancement@gmail.com
Find us on Facebook

• Downspout Pads
• Decorative 

Benches
• Raised Garden 

Beds

See website for details 
www.HDDvisual.com

Custom Homes
Room Additions

Remodel Specialist
Siding and Decks

ICF Foundations
Concrete Work
Machine Sheds

Commercial

BUILDING
ON TRUST

We treat every job
BIG OR SMALL 
with the same 
commitment to 
detail right from 

the start. 

MIKE 
HANSEN

402-639-0846

Types of home insulation and where to install them

Schedule 
Furnace Cleaning/Testing 

to Ensure Peak Efficiency Or  
Upgrade To A New More Efficient Unit

Sales & 
Service

• Heating & Cooling Units 
• Water Heaters 

• Plumbing Fixtures

Factory Authorized Dealer

• Preventative Maintenance • Service Calls 
• Sewer Cleaning • Backhoe Trenching 

• Septic System

607 Court Street in Harlan 

712-755-9701
Store Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8:30-4:30

REGIONAL -- When 
thinking about renovating 
their homes, homeowners 
may imagine changing wall 
colors, expanding room siz-
es or upgrading appliances 
and fixtures. However, un-
less people take inventory 
of the less glamourous com-
ponents of the home, such as 

structure, plumbing, heat-
ing and cooling, and insula-
tion, other improvements 
may be for naught.

A home insulation proj-
ect certainly doesn’t offer 
the wow factor of a kitchen 
remodel, but insulation 
serves a vital function in the 
house that helps keep people 

comfortable and reduces en-
ergy consumption. Insula-
tion is typically placed in ar-
eas where air escapes, such 
as between the stud cavities 
inside the walls and in the 
attic, and serves to slow and 
reduce heat transfer. 

The U.S. Department of 
Energy says between 50 and 
70 percent of the energy used 
in homes is for heating and 
cooling. By improving home 
insulation, homeowners 
can make their homes more 
comfortable, consistent and 
efficient. In fact, the ENER-
GY STAR program overseen 
by the U.S. Environmen-
tal Protection Agency says 
homeowners stand to save 
an average of 15 percent on 
heating and cooling costs by 
adding proper insulation. To 
do so, homeowners can take 
a crash course in home insu-
lation and find the products 
that fit their needs.

Blanket batts and rolls
Blanket batts and rolls 

typically are constructed 
with fiberglass, so proper 
safety gear, such as a mask 
and gloves, is needed when 
handling them. Install-
ing this type of insulation 
is relatively easy since the 
materials are designed to fit 
the standard width between 
studs, rafters and floor 
joists.

Loose fill 
Loose fill is usually made 

of fiberglass or cellulose 
(recycled paper fiber). It is 
blown or sprayed into place 
with pneumatic equipment, 
according to The Home De-
pot. Loose fill can be ideal 

for hard-to-reach areas in 
attics or inside wall cavities. 
It’s good for adding insula-
tion to irregularly shaped 
areas. Since it requires spe-
cial equipment, this is a job 
best left to professionals.

Sprayed foam
Sprayed foam is just as 

the name implies, a foam 
made from polyurethane, 
polyisocyanurate, cementi-

tious, or other materials 
that are applied by a spray 
container. DIYers who need 
only small applications can 
use canned products . Large 
quantities are pressure-
sprayed by professionals.

Foam board/rigid foam 
panels

Ideal for unfinished 
walls, such as basement or 
foundation walls, floors and 

ceilings, these are boards 
of polyurethane or polysty-
rene. Foam boards tend to 
reduce energy consumption 
more effectively than other 
types of insulation.

Homeowners consider-
ing upgrading their insula-
tion or amending existing 
insulation should do their 
homework on the type of in-
sulation that will be most ef-
fective for their homes.

 Knowing what types of insulation are available and what is best for a remodeling situation is key to suc-
cess.  (Photo contributed)

Housing from front page

Christiansen Meadows taking shape
past spring, summer and fall 
on duplexes and apartments, 
as well as a clubhouse.  The 
project will address the 
city’s housing needs.
 Prairie Fire’s desire was 
to bring attainable housing 
to all people, catering most-
ly to those individuals/fami-
lies that meet the 60-80% me-
dian income range.  
 The company uses the 
federal and state tax credits 

to help keep rents low.  
 In the past six years, 
Prairie Fire has constructed 
upwards of 450 units in the 
Midwest, most recently in 
York, NE.
 More information re-
garding project finish dates 
and applications for hous-
ing will be coming in future 
months, officials said.  So 
far, the project is ahead of 
schedule, and hopes are the 
units will be move-in ready 
soon.
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Harlan, Iowa
(712) 755-2166

www.nvrec.com

Find out more about energy efficiency and 
get a list of energy efficiency rebates currently 
available to members at nvrec.com

1 Seal leaks
 in your ducts

$200 per year can 

20% of all air is lost due to leaks 
in forced-air duct systems

be saved by sealing leaks

3 Replace old, 
inefficient

 HVAC units
The short-term cost of upgrading 
your heating and cooling system to 
an Energy Star rated unit will pay 
for itself in lower energy costs in as 
little as a year.

2 Check
 that your 

insulation is correctly 
installed
Insulation only works as a 
thermal barrier when in complete 
contact with your building’s air 
barrier (often drywall) with no 
gaps, voids or compression

4 Replace incandescent 
light bulbs with more 
efficient CFLs or LEDs

 75% less energy

10x longer life;

$30 saved over its life

5 Use energy-efficient 
variable speed pool 
pumps

 up to $400 per year 
can be saved by upgrading

your pool pump, depending on 
size of motor, operating hours, and 
utility rate schedule.

6 Reduce air 
pressure 

 Duct leakage and 
door closure can

cause significant air pressure within 
a building which greatly increases 
heating and cooling costs

7 Install shade screens

 80% of solar heat gain 
can be blocked by shade 
screens; use on east, west 
and south facing windows

8 Recycle your old
 refrigerator 
or freezer in the garage

$100 per year
can be saved by turning off an old 
refrigerator or freezer

9 Reduce
Vampire power 

Disconnect appliances that drain 
electricity, such as your TV and 
computer by unplugging them or 
plugging them into a power strip 
and switching the power strip off.

10 Set thermostat based on
occupancy schedule

$150 per year can be saved 
by installing a programmable 
thermostat

by turning down 
the thermostat by 
one degree

Top 10 Tips to put your

home on an EnErgy DiET

Gilburt Ahrenholtz 
2002 Chatburn Ave., Harlan, IA • gilburt@hotmail.com 712-579-1816

ToTal 
ConTraCTing

For all your roofing and 
general contracting needs.

Order now before prices rise 
and have your shed 

built by Thanksgiving!

Now building quality pole sheds. 
Order yours now for fall construction.

free estimates!

no money down

REGIONAL -- Fall is a 
great time to tackle proj-
ects around the house. The 
weather each fall allows 
homeowners to make im-
provements to their homes’ 
exteriors without worrying 
about extreme heat or cold, 
while interior projects like 
painting are made easier be-
cause homeowners can open 
the windows to allow for 
proper ventilation.

Fall also marks a great 
time to prepare for upcom-
ing projects that can make 
winter work that much easi-
er. For example, fall is a great 
time to take stock of your 
gutters so you can address 
any issues before leaves 
begin to fall or the first 

 REGIONAL -- Many 
homeowners are interested 
in replacing their windows, 
but may not know where to 
start. These guidelines can 
help the process along.
 1. Get several estimates. 
Ask for recommendations 
from neighbors or other peo-
ple in your area on which 
companies they used to in-
stall their replacement win-
dows. When you interview 
the prospects, ask several 
questions.  Questions can in-
clude:  
	 •	How	long	will	the	proj-

Signs your gutters are in need of repair

Five tips to prepare for window replacement

snowstorm touches down. 
Compromised gutters can 
contribute to water issues 
in basements and adversely 
affect a home’s foundation if 
not addressed immediately, 
so it behooves homeowners 
to learn the signs that gut-
ters are in need of repair or 
replacement.

•	Gutters	hanging	off	 the	
home: Gutters were once in-
stalled predominantly with 
spikes.	 However,	 many	 in-
dustry professionals now 
install gutters with hanger 
brackets. Why the change? 
Spikes loosen over time, 
leading to the gutters hang-
ing off the home. That can 
contribute to serious issues 
if left untreated. Gutters 

hanging off the home need 
not necessarily be replaced, 
but rather secured to the 
home, ideally with hanger 
brackets instead of spikes. 
Brackets hook into the front 
of the gutter and are then 
screwed into the fascia of a 
home. A professional who 
specializes in gutter repair 
can perform this task rela-
tively quickly, and it’s an 
inexpensive yet highly effec-
tive solution.

•	 Gutter	 separation:	 Gut-
ters that are no longer fas-
tened together can leak and 
contribute to issues that 
affect the home’s founda-
tion, siding and appearance. 
Clogs and the accumulation 
of debris can cause gutters 

to separate because they 
are not designed to hold too 
much weight. Replacement 
of separated gutters may 
or may not be necessary 
depending on how big the 
problem is and the condi-
tion of the existing gutters. 
If replacement is not neces-
sary, separated gutters may 
be remedied by securing the 
joints, another relatively 
simple and inexpensive fix.

•	 Peeling	 exterior	 paint:	
Paint	 that	 appears	 to	 be	
peeling off of your home 
may indicate that water is 
seeping over the edge of the 
gutter closest to your home. 
When that happens, water is 
coming down the side of the 
house, causing the paint to 

peel. In such instances, re-
placing the gutters is often 
necessary.

•	Basement	 flooding:	Not	
all signs of deteriorating 
gutters are outside a home. 
Many a homeowner has 
been flummoxed by flood-
ing in their basements, and 
such flooding can be caused 
by aging, ineffective gutters. 
That’s because deteriorating 
gutters sometimes allow wa-
ter to leak near the founda-
tion of a home, contributing 
to basement flooding.

Fall is an ideal time to in-
spect gutters and have any 
issues fixed before leaves 
begin to fall or harsh winter 
weather arrives.

 Watch for gutter separation 
from the home, which is a telltale 
sign of some repair needs.  (Photo 
contributed)

ect take? 
	 •	 Will	 I	 need	 to	 remain	
home during the process? 
	 •	 Do	 you	 discard	 of	 old	
debris? 
	 •	What	is	the	protocol	for	
installation during inclem-
ent weather?
 2. Research permits. 
Most home renovation proj-
ects need to be approved by 
the local municipality. Go 
to the permit office and find 
out the requirements.
 3. Change up the appear-
ance. Look at the type of 
hardware you have around 

the home and other fixtures. 
Choose windows that have 
locks or latches that can 
match those features for con-
tinuity of style. Think about 
choosing a different style or 
frame color of the window, 
or a different type of window 
to improve efficiency and 
function.
 4. Research top window 
manufacturers. It’s tempt-
ing to purchase windows 
based on price alone, but 
replacement windows are of-
ten a decision that only has 
to be made once or twice for 

the life of the home. Invest in 
durable windows that will 
have staying power. 
	 5.	 Prepare	 for	 installa-
tion. Clear pathways, re-
move window treatments 
and disconnect window 
alarm	systems.	Plan	for	one	
to two days of installation, 
advises Andersen Windows 
and	 Doors.	 Keep	 pets	 and	
children away from work ar-
eas.
 Replacement windows 
can be a smart investment. 

 Window replacements are often necessary and keep a home more 
weather resistant.  (Photo contributed)
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PUT DOWN ROOTS.  GROW YOUR BUSINESS.
 Shelby County is very attractive to industries that recognize 
the combination of wide-open spaces and wide-open minds 
are ideal ingredients for wide-open possibilities.
 Shelby County offers solutions and opportunities for the 
Clean Energy Industry, Agriculture Industry, Tourism Industry, 
Manufacturing Industry, Transportation and Logistics Industry, 
and many, many more.  Over the last 20 years, there have been 
62 business expansions and 61 new business openings 
in Shelby County. 
 Shouldn’t you be next?

CONTACT US:
1901 Hawkeye Ave., Suite 101
Harlan  IA  51537 • (712) 755-2114
info@exploreshelbycounty.com
www.exploreshelbycounty.com

Shelby County
Chamber 
                           Of COmmerCe & Industry

a place to call home!

Shelby County, Iowa
FOR THOSE WITH VISION, THIS IS 
NOTHING SHORT OF BEAUTIFUL

WORK WITH PEOPLE WHO CARE ABOUT YOU 
AND YOUR BUSINESS
 There’s a collective “how can we help?” mindset that runs 
to the core of everyone you meet here. From county supervi-
sors to city council members, politicians to street shopkeepers, 
school principals to museum curators, those who live and work 
in Shelby County share the kind of optimism and “arm-linking” 
that seems of another time.  Here, however, that kind of mind-
set is the makeup of our DNA.  The idea of “can-do” is still 
fresh in our minds, not something obsolete. 

IS THIS RIGHT FOR YOU?
It’s a simple yet critical question to consider: are the people 
and communities of Shelby County right for you and your busi-
ness? Is it the right place to find those that will help you pros-
per and keep your dreams alive? Ultimately, that’ll come down 
to a first-hand visit, but for starters we’d like to share some of 
what you can come to expect: 
 • Abundant and Varied Energy Resources
 • Over 250 miles (to every corner of the county) Fiber Optics
 • Strong Education and a Trained Workforce 
 • Community College Access and Support for Training
 • A Robust Infrastructure • Trained Workforce 

… and S P A C E …
 plenty of wide open space for work and play.

©Kenneth West Photography

Shelby County ... A place to call home!

Akin Building Centers are full service lumberyards 
with all building materials needed from residential to 
farm and even commercial. If you can dream it, we’ll 
help you build it! We even deliver right to your job site! 
Akin Design Centers can make your dreams a reality 
with our custom built cabinetry, beautiful tile selections, 
amazing flooring and stunning countertops! The Design 
Team will help you from start to finish with your contractor 
to complete the entire look you are dreaming of!

Each location has an Estimator to figure exactly 
what you’ll need in building materials for all of your 
projects! New home builds, additions, decks, and even 
pole barns for the farm, the possibilities are endless! 
We have you covered no matter the project in mind!

Providing SW Iowa with hometown service,  
quality products, and premium lumber since 1927!

We also have 
Reliance 

water heaters!

www.akinbuildingcenters.com

Atlantic * Corning * Creston * Clarinda

Bruce Burger 
construction

New Construction • Remodeling Homes
Driveways • Cement • Shingling • Siding

506 Dodge St.
Harlan, IA 51537

712-755-5008 or 755-3815
Cell 712-579-4022 • Fax 712-755-5008

home improvement

Facebook: Innovative-Renovations
Email: todd.ahrenholtz123@gmail.com

Mobile: 712-579-9795Todd Ahrenholtz

Experience the Difference
Custom Remodeling & Renovation

Todd Ahrenholtz, Owner

Mobile: 712-579-9795
todd.ahrenholtz123@gmail.com
facebook: Innovative-RenovationsCountryClipper.com

Can Your Mower
Do This?

In less than 
60 seconds!

No Tools
Required!

Stop in today to see the 
benefits of our patented 
stand-up deck for easy 

under-deck maintenance.

Since 1998

Your Local Dealer: STEVE’S 
REPAIR

305 2nd St., Defiance
712-748-4466

CLOSE-OUT 
SPECIALS!

Several new mowers 
in stock ready to mow.

(2) 2019 models available 
with tremendous discounts!

fresh from our workshop to your home!
and Wood Products

Custom Cabinets

Proud to be your cabinet specialist.
Westphalia, IA • Phone (712) 579-9902

Upgrade your home with the beauty and convenience of 
made-to-order cabinets, measured and fabricated to fit your 

desired area and your lifestyle perfectly.
We help you design and install all types of wood products for 
kitchens, bath, laundry, desk, bar, entertainment, benches, 

cubbies, bookcases and so much more!

Jay’s Custom Wood Products

 REGIONAL -- By the time au-
tumn hits full swing, many trees will 
have shed their leaves for the season, 
and the last vestiges of red, yellow and 
orange magic will have faded to brown. 
Raking, blowing and collecting leaves 
becomes the primary chores of lawn 
and yard maintenance, and presents 
most homeowners with large piles of 
gathered leaves to tend to.
 It is impossible to count just how 
many leaves fall to the ground each 
year, or just how many pounds of 
leaves get collected curbside, but the 
numbers are substantial. Cleaning up 
leaves is considerable work, but not all 
of those leaves need to be carted away. 
In fact, there are several different uses 
of leaves that can be beneficial. 
 1. Spread leaves as a protective 
mulch to cover tender perennials or 
root crops/bulbs in the ground. The 
leaves will form a natural insulating 
cover that keeps the soil and the plants 

Additional uses for fallen leaves
within a bit warmer over winter.
 2. Create a pile of leaves that will 
break down and form a crumbly, com-
post-like material called leaf mold. 
Even though leaf mold may sound like 
a blight, it’s actually a good amend-
ment to garden soil, improving its 
structure and ability to hold water. 
Leaf mold also attracts beneficial or-
ganisms that are vital in healthy soil.
 3. Brown leaves can be added to 
green materials in compost piles to 
improve the health of the compost be-
ing formed. 
 The ideal ratio is 75 percent brown 
to 25 percent green materials in com-
post. Turn compost piles regularly to 
aerate them.
 4. Store dried, mulched leaves in 
a dry spot so they can be used in the 
spring as a weed barrier for spring 
plantings. They will keep weeds at bay 
and help retain soil moisture to en-
sure small sprouts have the resources 

to grow.
 5. Use shredded leaves as a lawn 
supplement. Pass a lawn mower over 
leaves left on the lawn to break them 
down into pieces too small to rake. 
This will help keep the lawn healthy 
throughout the winter without block-
ing out needed sunlight.
 6. Bag dried leaves and pack them 
tightly together in cold areas of the 
home, such as basements or garages. 
They can act as added insulation. Bags 
of leaves also can be placed around 
planting containers to protect them 
from frost.
 7. Gather a few of the best-looking 
leaves and preserve them. Use an iron 
on a low setting and press leaves be-
tween two pieces of waxed paper un-
til the waxed paper seals together. Or 
use clear contact paper to achieve the 
same effect.
 Fallen leaves can be used in many 
different ways throughout the year.  

 Fallen leaves can be used for everything from protective mulch  
and composting material to weed barriers and lawn supplements. 
(Photo contributed)

 REGIONAL -- Prepar-
ing a property for the winter 
involves putting away lawn 
furniture, raking leaves and 
also removing any annual 
plants that have shriveled 
up and spent the last of their 
energy. 
 It can be tempting to 
want to clean up completely 
and leave a blank slate in 
the yard. But by doing so, 
you may be robbing wildlife 

Establish winter habitats for backyard animals
of the resources they need to 
overwinter.
 These tips can help local 
wildlife when the tempera-
tures dip.
	 •	Leave	parts	of	the	yard	
wild. Animals can make 
a nest in leaves or piles of 
brushwood. 
 Just make sure piles left 
out are away from the home 
so curious critters don’t try 
to get inside. 

 Leave the task of tidying 
up shrubs and garden bor-
ders until spring.
	 •	Consider	 planting	 ani-
mal food sources prior to 
winter. Plants like elderber-
ry, holly, mulberry, sumac, 
and crabapple will grow in 
colder months and animals 
can enjoy them as a vital 
food staple. 
	 •	 Don’t	 forget	 water	
sources. Provide access to 

fresh water and replace as 
needed if the water freezes.
	 •	Leave	bird,	squirrel	or	
bat houses in the yard. Ani-
mals and insects need some 
extra help staying comfort-
able when cool temperatures 
arrive. 
 Leaving some clean-up 
tasks for the spring ensures 
that there are plenty of back-
yard habitats available to lo-
cal wildlife.
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- Driveways & Sidewalks
- Foundations, Floors & Walls
- Garage & Outbuilding Footings & Floors

We've got the 
experience, 

equipment and 
manpower to 

tackle your 
next job.

Residential • Commercial
Agricultural

Serving Shelby & Surrounding 
Counties Since 1942

2206 6th St. • Harlan
712-755-5722

Testing (Joe Stroeher) 712-579-1461
Mitigation (Luke Wolken) 712-579-2775

Harlan, IA
www.radonsafehomes.com email: lukewolken@gmail.com

Radon is the 2nd leading 
cause of lung cancer.

Call today to visit with 
the radon "problem solvers."

Radon 
Mitigation 

ServicesStroeher

SPECIALIZING IN 
RADON MEASUREMENT 

& MITIGATION.

2412 Southwest Avenue 

Harlan • 755-5182

HARLAN’S PREMIER UTILITY PROVIDER

Device Rebate
Heating
Ground Source Heat Pump,  
    Prior Approval Required   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $2,000
Natural Gas Furnace, 95% AFUE  .  .  .  .  . $300
Natural Gas Furnace, 96% AFUE  .  .  .  .  . $350

Programmable thermostat-  
    One-half (1/2) of the purchase price  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . up to $25

ReFRigeRatOR - Energy Star Rated  . $50
FReezeR- Energy Star Rated   .  .  .  .  .  .  . $25

CLOtHeS WaSHeR - Energy Star Rated $50
DeHumiDiFieR - Energy Star Rated  .  . $10
DiSHWaSHeR - Energy Star Rated  .  .  . $20

Visit us at HarlanNet.com
for more energy saving tips.

Save Money This Winter -
and in Winters to Come!$

Start planning and practicing winter energy efficiency 
now. Common sense conservation can save 10-50% on 

heating bills…this year and in the future.

• Set thermostat at 68º, even lower when you’re gone.

• Replace furnace filters and follow a maintenance 
schedule.

• Close off unused areas.

• Use film insulation over windows.

• Keep exterior doors closed.

• Limit use of space heaters. They cure a symptom, 
not the problem.

SHORT TERM SAVINGS

• Install and use a programmable thermostat.
• Seal exterior cracks and holes.
• Install an energy efficient furnace or boiler.
• Conduct annual furnace tune-ups and inspections.
• Inspect and upgrade attic and wall insulation if 

necessary.
• Install energy efficient windows and doors.
• Switch to energy efficient lighting.

LONG TERM SAVINGS

*Visit www .energystar .gov or contact HMU 
for a list of qualifying models .

APPLIANCE
REBATE PROGRAM

Let Us Help You 
Lower Energy Costs!

Your purchase of energy efficient devices 
can mean rebates to you from Hmu.

Pick up a rebate application form at Hmu 
for qualifying appliances and rebate 
details or visit www.HarlanNet.com.

• Flooring • Cabinets 
• Countertops • Sinks
• Plumbing Fixtures

• Tubs

Complete Kitchen 

& Bathroom 

Remodeling

607 Court Street in Harlan 

712-755-9985
Store Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8:30-4:30

When is it time to stop mowing the yard?
 REGIONAL -- Each 
weekend in spring, sum-
mer and fall, millions of 
homeowners fire up their 
mowers and cut the grass 
in their yards. A few hours 
spent mowing the lawn can 
be a great time to get some 
sun and some exercise in the 
great outdoors.
 As fall gradually transi-
tions to winter, homeowners 
may wonder when to stop 
mowing their lawns. Each 
lawn is different, and when 
to stop mowing may depend 
on a host of factors, includ-
ing local climate and the 
type of turf. In addition to 
climate and turf, homeown-
ers can keep an eye on these 
conditions to determine 
when the time is right to put 
their mowers away for the 
winter.
	 •	 Frost:	 Warm-season	
grasses typically go dormant 
after a couple of significant 
frosts. Homeowners can jot 
down each frost during fall. 
	 Frosts	 are	 most	 notice-
able in the early morning 
hours, so be sure to check 
lawn conditions each morn-
ing as the weather begins to 
grow cold. 
	 Frost	may	be	noticeable	
without even going outside, 
but homeowners may need 
to go outside to check on 

chilly mornings or on days 
when the previous night was 
especially cold. If you must 
go outside, stay off the grass 
to protect it. 
 Two or three frosts 
might be enough to make 
warm-season grasses go dor-
mant for the winter. Cool-
season grasses may keep 
growing and require moving 
even after a few frosts, so it’s 
imperative that homeown-
ers determine which type of 
grass is in their yards.
	 •	Soil	temperature:	If	it’s	
hard to determine if frosts 
have occurred, homeowners 
can try checking the temper-
ature of their soil to decide 
if they need to keep mow-
ing. The lawn care experts 
at Pennington recommend 
homeowners continue mow-
ing warm-season grasses so 
long as they keep growing. 
 Lawns may not grow 
as quickly in fall as they do 

in spring or summer, and 
growth may not be as visible 
to the naked eye during this 
time of year as it is in other 
times. 
 Homeowners can rou-
tinely check soil tempera-
ture to determine if their 
grasses have stopped grow-
ing.	 Warm-season	 grasses	
tend to stop growing once 
the soil temperature is con-
sistently	 at	 55	 F	 or	 below,	
while cool-season grasses 
tend to stop when tempera-
tures	are	45	F	or	lower.
	 Falling	leaves	have	long	
been a barometer used by 
homeowners to determine 
if they need to keep mowing 
their lawns. That’s not nec-
essarily a reliable metric, as 
grass can still keep growing 
even if leaves have been fall-
ing for weeks. 

 When best to quit mowing the yard for winter is a common dilemma for homeowners who are 
preparing for winter.  (Photo contributed)

What to do to prepare your garden for winter
 REGIONAL -- Prepar-
ing gardens for winter is 
an important step that can 
help homeowners ensure 
their gardens return to full 
strength in the spring. The 
tasks necessary to prepare 
gardens for winter may de-
pend on what homeowners 

are planting, but the follow-
ing are some general main-
tenance suggestions that 
can keep gardens safe this 
winter.
	 •	Remove	weeds	and	de-
bris.	 Weeds	 and	 debris	 are	
unsightly and detrimental to 
plant life in spring, but they 

also can be harmful in the 
winter.	Weeds	and	debris	left	
to linger in gardens through 
the winter provide overwin-
tering spots for insects and 
can contribute to disease. 
So	it’s	imperative	that	weeds	
and debris are removed be-
fore the ground hardens in 
winter. Don’t wait until the 
ground hardens, as that can 
make it hard to remove the 
roots of weeds, adversely 
affecting the garden as a re-
sult.
	 •	 Prepare	 the	 soil.	 The	
Farmer’s	 Almanac	 advises	
homeowners to gently till 
the soil in their gardens so 
they can expose any insects 
before they settle in for the 
winter. Once garden soil is 
exposed, add a layer of com-
post, leaves, aged manure, 
and, if necessary, lime, gen-
tly tilling it into the soil. Ac-
cording to the North Caro-
lina Cooperative Extension, 
the only accurate way to 
determine if lawn or garden 
soil needs lime is to test it. 
Lime makes soil less acidic 
and reduces soil pH. Low soil 
pH makes it hard for certain 
plants to grow, but acidic soil 

is ideal when growing blue-
berries. Test the soil for lime 
and amend it depending on 
what you hope to grow in the 
spring so it’s ready to thrive 
when winter ends.
	 •	 Remove	 dead	 or	 dis-
eased plants. Dead or dis-
eased plants should not be 
left in the garden through 
the winter. These plants can 
attract insects and are vul-
nerable to disease, which 
can make it hard for the gar-
den to thrive in the spring.
	 •	 Protect	 fruit	 trees.	 If	
you have fruit trees, install 
mouse guards around the 
base to prevent mice and 
voles from killing the trees 
over the winter. If left to 
their own devices over the 
winter, mice and voles may 
eat the bark of fruit trees, 
killing the trees as a result. 
The	 Farmer’s	 Almanac	
notes that mouse guards 
made of fine mesh hardware 
cloth can effectively protect 
fruit trees from hungry mice 
and voles over the winter.
A gardener’s work is never 
done, and the work to create 
beautiful spring gardens be-
gins in the fall.

Using a mulching 
mower when leaves 

begin falling is a 
great way to pro-
vide the lawn with 

nutrients it can use 
throughout
the winter. 
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NELSON FARM SUPPLY Hwy. 44 E., Harlan
712-755-3115 • 800-772-6184

nelsonfarmsupply.com

Bucket Lift
32.5’
reach

Bucket LiftBucket LiftBucket LiftBucket LiftBucket LiftBucket LiftBucket LiftBucket LiftBucket LiftBucket Lift

Need equipment for a 
Project?

GEHL
RS6-34

Telehandler
*basket &

truss boom
available

OUTDOOR POWER 
EQUIPMENT CENTER!

Stihl Lightning Battery System
Chainsaws • Trimmers • Blowers • Hedge Trimmers

Whether you’re a landscaping professional or homeowner, the 
STIHL Lightning Battery System™ strikes the perfect balance of 
performance, features and value!

Starting at 
$12995

MyRIDE® TimeCutter® 
HD Zero Turn Mower
with MyRIDE® Suspension System

• MyRIDE® Suspension System – suspended operator platform 
with adjustable rear shocks for maximum comfort

• 24.5 hp* Toro® Commercial V-Twin 708cc Engine with Self-
Cleaning Air Filter Housing

• 60” fabricated deck with Grade 50 high-strength 10-gauge steel
• Commercial-grade HG-ZT3100 transmissions

NELSON FARM SUPPLY
HWY. 44 EAST • HARLAN, IA • (712) 755-3115 • 1-800-772-6184

Rent It 
Here!

Mini Excavator, Skidloader 
& Trackloader

Rental also available.
Call for 
details.

56 Years Of Serving 
You!

Top Athletic 
Grass Seed

Provides thick, 
healthy lawns & athletic 

fi elds in the Midwest!
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