
HARLAN – Dale Lyle Hem-
minger was born January 26, 
1948 in Harlan. He was the mid-
dle of three sons to Webb and 
Jean Hemminger. Dale attended 
Fairview #5 in Corley for elemen-
tary school, then attended New 
Park School in Harlan and gradu-
ated from Harlan Community 
High School in 1966. After high 
school Dale worked at the Texaco 
filling station in Harlan. 

Dale was drafted into the U.S. 
Army and inducted on March 4, 
1968. Dale served overseas in the Vietnam War from July 31, 1968 to 
July 8, 1969. He was honorably discharged from Fort Gordon, GA on 
March 3, 1970. He was promoted to Buck Sargent in his time in the 
military. 

When Dale completed his service to his country, he moved back to 
Iowa to manage the Texaco in Atlantic for two years. He returned home 
to Harlan and worked for Nielsen Oil for several years. In the fall of 1978 
Dale started working for Wells Dairy where he delivered milk, rain, snow 
or shine for 17 years. After Well’s Dairy, Dale was employed by Conway 
Central Express (CCX) for 18 years as an over-the-road trucker. Dale 
retired in 2011 at 63 years of age. He spent most of his retirement golf-
ing, but stayed committed to working. He continued his career of driving 
truck, working for Schomer’s Farms and Cyclone Seed.  He also trucked 
for Grabill trucking and Toby Hastert.

Dale was united in marriage to Pat Riggs in Atlantic, at First United 
Methodist Church on September 2, 1978. Dale thought Pat walked on 
water and always cherished her every day.  They were married for 40 
years and had two children, Cori and Reid. Over the years Dale enjoyed 
taking golfing trips with close friends and taking vacations with his family.

Dale always loved the Harlan Country Club and all his friends there.  
Played so many rounds of golf with his wife Pat traveling to many states 
just to enjoy golf together. You could also find Dale watching old black 
and white movies and spoiling his grandchildren with sweet treats.  

Dale is preceded in death by his father, Webb Hemminger and his 
sister-in-law, Betty Jean Hemminger. 

Dale is survived by his mother, Jean Hemminger of Harlan; his wife, 
Pat Hemminger of Harlan; his children, Cori (Nate) Steele of Vermillion, 
SD and Reid Hemminger of Harlan; his brothers, Dennis (Angie) Hem-
minger of Blair, NE and Dwayne Hemminger of Harlan; four grandchil-
dren, Lucas, Leigha, Hayden, and Maxwell; many nieces and nephews, 
other relatives, and many, many friends.

An 11 AM Funeral Service was officiated by Rev. Michael Agnew on 
Monday, July 1, 2019 at First United Methodist Church in Harlan.  Mike 
Riggs, Jeff Riggs, Wally Conrad, Steve Davis, and Steve Heuton served 
as honorary casket bearers.  Reid Hemminger, Nate Steele, Andy Ras-
mussen, Tom Murtaugh, Larry Gess-
mann, Ed Longmeyer, Jon Clemens, 
and Don Schomers served as casket 
bearers.  Military Rites were provided 
by Harry Albertsen AMVETS Post No. 
51 - Kimballton, and Harlan American 
Legion Helmer Reyelt Post No. 150.

Pauley Jones Funeral Home was in 
charge of arrangements.
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