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PanaMa  -  Marjorie Eliza-
beth Gubbels, daughter of 
Leo and Hilda (Leuschen) 
Fahn, was born June 11, 1932 
on the family farm in Lincoln 
Township, Shelby County, 
Iowa.  She was baptized and 
confirmed at St. Mary’s Catho-
lic Church in Panama, IA.  She 
attended Lincoln Township 
#3 Country School then St. 
Mary’s Catholic School in Panama graduating in 1950.

On October 1, 1953, Marge was united in marriage to Nicholas 
Gubbels at St. Mary’s Catholic Church in Panama.  To this union 
six children were born: Phil, Dean, Mary Lou, Gary, Susan, and 
Joe.  Along with raising her own family, she also helped others in 
their homes after babies were born.  Growing up during the de-
pression, Marge learned conservatism and how everything had 
a purpose.  In her earlier years she worked with Nickie helping 
on the farm.

Marge was a great seamstress and enjoyed sewing for her 
family and later in life became an avid quilter.  She had a large 
garden and strawberry patch which helped provide food for her 
growing family.  Marge was a social butterfly, which led to her 
involvement in the Panama Community Chorus, Panama Variety 
Show, and Sewing Circle. She was a member of the Altar Society 
and served as communion minister.  She entertained herself for 
years with ceramics, china painting and working at Betty’s Ce-
ramics and Stichin’ Tree Quilts.  Nick and her loved to dance and 
enjoyed annual trips to Branson, MO, and Minnesota.

Aging resulted in her move to Assisted Living, which was dif-
ficult, missing getting out. She still enjoyed visitors but was re-
cently limited to window visits due to the pandemic.

Marge died on Thursday, December 3, 2020 surrounded by 
her children at Myrtue Medical Center in Harlan, attaining the age 
of eighty-eight years, five months and twenty-two days.  In addi-
tion to her parents, she was preceded in death by her husband 
Nick and son Gary, brother Joe (Marilyn) Fahn, brothers-in-law 
Chuck Reynolds and Kenny Escher.

She is survived by her children: Phil (Denise) Gubbels of 
Harlan; Dean (Norma) Gubbels of Panama; Mary Lou (Mike) 
Tremel of Earling; Susan (Mike) Wingert of Panama; Joe (Joan) 
Gubbels of Harlan; daughter-in-law Carmie Gubbels of Earling; 
grandchildren David Gubbels, Dennis Gubbels, Adam Gubbels, 
Chuck Gubbels, Brad Tremel, Kristina Dotzler, Makayla Kintner, 
Ty Wood, Terry Gubbels, Stephanie Henscheid, Tiffanie Wing-
ert, Jack Gubbels, and Jace Gubbels; great-grandchildren: Eliza 
Gubbels, Violet Gubbels, Zachary Gubbels, Aiden Gubbels, Jar-
rett Gubbels, Bryant Gubbels, Charles Gubbels, Brylee Dotzler, 
Brody Dotzler, Nickolas Gubbels, Melanie Gubbels, William Gub-
bels, and Sophia Henscheid; siblings Donna Escher, Judy Reyn-
olds, Mary Rose Bledsoe (Hollis), Charles Fahn (Linda), and 
Bill Fahn (Joan); in-laws Theresa Brinks and Norbert Krienert; 
nieces and nephews and many friends.

A 11:00 AM Private Family Mass of Christian Burial was cel-
ebrated by Rev. Dan Gehler on Monday, December 7, 2020 at St. 
Michael’s Catholic Church in Harlan, IA.  Ty Wood provided mu-
sic.  Kristina Dotzler, MaKayla Kintner, Chuck Gubbels, Dennis 
Gubbels, Tiffanie Wingert, Ty Wood, and Jace Gubbels served 
as honorary casket bearers.  Brad Tremel, Adam Gubbels, Da-
vid Gubbels, Stephanie Henscheid, Terry Gubbels, and Jack 
Gubbels served as casket 
bearers.  Interment was 
held at St. Mary’s Cem-
etery in Panama.

Pauley Jones Funeral 
Home was in charge of ar-
rangements.
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