
ELK HORN – Loretta J. Doon-
an Petersen, daughter of Abner 
Earl and Gladys Olivia (Wor-
den) Abel, was born September 
4, 1922 in Silver City.  She was 
baptized into the Methodist faith 
and attended and graduated from 
Walnut Community Schools in 
Walnut.

In 1941, Loretta was united in 
marriage to Gaylord Doonan at 
the Monroe Methodist Church in 
rural Shelby County.  After their 
marriage, Loretta and Gaylord 
farmed six miles west of Elk Horn for over 44 years, where they raised 
their five children: Linda, Jane, Denise, James and Ann.  While raising 
her kids and helping on the farm, Loretta was active in 4-H with her chil-
dren and was a leader for the Monroe Merry Makers.

In 1985, Loretta and Gaylord retired from farming but remained on 
the family farm until 1990 when they moved into Harlan.  Gaylord died 
on December 1, 1994 and after his death, Loretta continued to make 
her home in Harlan.  On April 11, 1998, Loretta was married to Arnold 
Petersen.  She loved to travel and they spent lots of time seeing various 
parts of the world together.

Loretta was a long time and active member at the Monroe Methodist 
Church.  She was an excellent cook and enjoyed tending to her flower 
gardens.  Loretta was a loving wife and mother and especially loved the 
time spent with her grandchildren, great grandchildren and great-great 
grandchildren.

Loretta died on Thursday, July 25, 2019 at the Heritage House in Atlan-
tic, attaining the age of 96 years, 10 months and 21 days.  

In addition to her parents, she was preceded in death by her husbands: 
Gaylord Doonan and Arnold Petersen; daughter Linda Ahrenholtz; son 
James Doonan and siblings Evelyn Abel, Kenneth Abel, Chester Abel, 
and Beverly Mohr.

Loretta is survived by her children: Jane and her husband Dean Fa-
bian of Elk Horn; Denise and her husband Dennis Juhl of Colorado 
Springs, CO and Ann and her husband Chuck Wolken of Harlan; 15 
grandchildren; 33 great grandchildren; three great-great grandchildren; 
sisters Bertha Purdum of Lenox; Mary Bryant of Lenox, and Carol and 
her husband Jack Andersen of Manhatten Beach, CA; sister-in-law Betty 
Abel of Creston; nieces and nephews; other family members and friends.

A 10 AM Funeral Service was officiated by Rev. Michael Agnew on 
Monday, July 25, 2019 at the First United 
Methodist Church in Harlan.  Brad Fa-
bian, Branden Doonan, Luke Wolken, 
David Juhl, Jeremy Juhl, and Mike Juhl 
served as casket bearers.  Burial was 
held at the Harlan Cemetery in Harlan.

Pauley Jones Funeral Home was in 
charge of the arrangements.
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