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Panama  - Patricia Fran-
ces (Freund) Blum, daughter 
of Mathew and Mary (Gross) 
Freund, was born December 12, 
1935.  She attended St. Joseph’s 
Catholic School in Earling, IA 
for grade and high school.  She 
graduated from St. Joseph’s High 
School in 1953.  After graduation 
Pat was employed at the Shelby 
County A.S.C. office in Harlan until her marriage in 1956.

Patricia married Chris Blum on August 21, 1956 at St. Joseph’s 
Catholic Church in Earling.  To this union, seven children were 
born.  Pat and Chris began to work on the family farm near Ports-
mouth in 1956.

Chris and Pat were members of the St. Mary’s Catholic Church 
in Panama.  They served for three years on the Parish Council.  
Pat served as an officer of the Ladies’ Groups, was a communion 
minister and served on the Liturgical Committee.  In her spare 
time, Pat loved to garden, crochet, embroider, and quilt.  She 
made a quilt for each of her seven children, sixteen grandchil-
dren, and twenty-seven great grandchildren.

Pat died on Wednesday, December 2, 2020 at Myrtue Medi-
cal Center in Harlan, IA, attaining the age of eighty-four years, 
eleven months, and twenty days.  In addition to her parents, she 
was preceded in death by her husband Chris Blum, her siblings 
Eunice (Louis) Masching, Marilyn (Gene) Schwarte, and Jim 
Freund.

She is survived by her children Dean (Bracinda) Blum of 
Woodbine, IA; Connie (Al) Tielebein of Norwalk, IA; Janet (Dan) 
Hansen of Earling: JoAnn (Monte) Hubbard of Wheatland, WY; 
Karen Blum of Chicago, IL; Sue Kratky of Fairway, KS; Kenny 
(Mae) Blum of Woodbine; 16 grandchildren; 27 great grand-
children; siblings Alice (Don) Miller of Defiance, IA; Lois (Don) 
Sonntag of Atlantic, IA; Denny (Helen) Freund of Earling; Phil 
(Jane) Freund of Dow City, IA; nieces and nephews; other family 
members and friends.

A Private Family Graveside Service was officiated by Rev. Da-
vid Smith S.J. on Saturday, December 5, 2020 at St. Mary’s Cem-
etery in Panama.  Tiffanie Schut, Candi Peteler, Christy Steele, 
Amanda Smith, Taylor Neubauer, Alyssa Hamik, and Gina Rod-
gers served as honorary casket bearers.  Shadon Blum, Troy 
Hubbard, Scotty Blum, 
Rusty Blum, Zach Blum, 
Ben Hansen, Travis Blum, 
Owen Kratky, and Jason 
Hubbard served as casket 
bearers.

Pauley Jones Funeral 
Home was in charge of the 
arrangements.
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