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SoNDERMAN FAMiLy FARM - 
 2020 cattleman of year honoree  

Continued on page 4

SOLD 12,491 ACRES of 
FARMLAnD in the last 
7 years on a steady market!
Prices ranged from $1,900 - $12,500 acre

Once Again The  “Auction Method” Works!!
	 AUCTION METHOD -	 Iowa	State	extension	 farm	mgmt.	had	 this	 to	 say	about	
the	auction	method	and	why	land	values	spiked	over	32%	in	2011.	“One	of	the	dif-
ferences	is	in	the	use	of	auctions;	respondents	noted	what	appears	to	be	a	rapid	
increase	in	the	use	of	this	method	of	sale.”
	 Analysis	 of	 sales	 data	 shows	 an	 increase	 in	 price	 by	 using	 an	 auction.	 As	 one	
respondent	said,	“economics	may	get	the	person	to	the	auction	but	emotion	often	
leads	to	the	purchase.”
FARM MANAGEMENT - Negotiation	of	cash	rent	leases	&	conservation	practices.	
BOOKING LAND AUCTIONS - 	The	demand	for	land	continues.	Buyers	include	lo-

cal	farmers,	investors	and	hunters.	If	contemplating	selling	consider	the	auction	
method.	It	is	the	best	example	of	true	price	discovery.	It	brings	all	the	buyers	to	
the	table	and	lets	them	compete	for	your	land.

www.randypryorauctioneer.com

428 Walker St. 
Woodbine, IA 51579

Cell 712-644-7610
Office 712-647-2741

Once Again The “Auction 
Method” Works!!

Randy Pryor - Broker

Previous Record Land Sales by Randy Pryor
Shelby County Farm Ground - Feb. 2011 - $8,900

Harrison County Farm Ground - Jan. 2012 - $12,500
Pottawattamie County Hill Ground - Sept. 2013 - $11,500

Shelby County Farm Ground - Jan. 2019 - $11,300 (csr 81.1)

Storage Space 
Now Available!

Affordable rates for your boat, camper, 
trailer, classic car, collectibles, anything 

that won’t fi t in your garage or shed!

• Man Shed! 1,000 - 2,000 sq. ft. 
24-hour access. Exterior surveillance system.

• Offi ce or Retail Space. Prime location with 
high traffi c & visibility. 25’ x 30’ (with room to 
expand). Will fi nish to suit your needs!

Call to discuss YOUR needs today!

Gilburt Ahrenholtz 

712-579-1816

For all your roofi ng and 
general contracting needs.TOTAL 

CONTRACTING
FREE ESTIMATES!Andy Ahrenholtz

712-790-ANDY

2022 Chatburn Ave., Harlan, IA • gilburt@hotmail.com
(former Bomgaar's location)

Now On Staff-Residential Garage Door Technician Repair or replace your old door today!

Continued on page 6

Julie and Guyle Sonderman at their home near Portsmouth.

Raising top-quality Charolais cattle a way of life for Guyle & Julie Sonderman

Continued on page 4
Additional photos on page 2

by Mike Oeffner, Harlan Newspapers

111 Main St., Earling
747-3242

Troy's
Bar & Grill
"Good Food, Good Drinks, 

Good People"

Petersen Brothers
Feed & Grain

Grain Hauling 
and Storage

Grain Buying 
and Selling

949 Road M56 • Jacksonville, IA
(712) 799-4291Earling has an iowa  winner - 

With a top 10 Best Burger
 EARLING -- Troy’s 
Bar & Grill in Earling has 
earned state-wide recogni-
tion as a top 10 finalist in 
the 2020 Iowa’s Best Burger 
competition. Also qualifying 
were nearby restaurants in 
Council Bluffs and Logan.
 Langenfeld said it wasn’t 
just one burger, it was a cul-
mination of all the different 
varieties of burgers he sells.
 Sponsored by the Iowa 
Beef Industry Council and 
Iowa Cattlemen’s Associa-
tion, nominations were ac-
cepted online from February 
10 through March 10 for the 
11th annual event. 
 Troy’s Bar & Grill owner 

 PORTSMOUTH -- Guyle Sonderman described his reaction as both honored 
and surprised after he and his wife Julie were recognized as the 2020 Cattleman 
of the Year this past February at the annual Shelby County Cattlemen’s Banquet.
 Even as the event’s emcee, Steve Leinen, rattled off Sonderman’s biography for 
the award, Guyle remained in suspense.
 “I never had a clue, but after thinking about it I should have maybe figured it 
out,” Sonderman admits.
 “Steve Leinen’s up there saying, ‘This guy was a 1977 [Harlan Community] grad-
uate, lived in Shelby County his whole life. During calving season his wife gets up 
and checks them too.’
 “And I’m like, ‘Dang, this person is a lot like me!’ So I’m turning to (Julie) and I 
was this close to saying, ‘Now pay attention - this guy’s wife gets up too during the 
night and checks the cows!’”
 The Sondermans laugh about it now. Julie, in fact, knew about the award for 
weeks in advance but kept the secret well hidden.
 Guyle, though, is not joking around when he talks about Julie’s contributions 
to the cattle operation at Sonderman Charolais Farm, located about a mile and a 
quarter southwest of  Portsmouth. They both agreed that when it comes to calving 
season, which starts in mid-February for the Sondermans, Julie handles a good 
share of  the overnight checks to monitor for newborns or birthing problems such 
as dystocia.
 “Julie does a lot. She does. She’s very good help,” Guyle said. “She gets up a lot 
during the night during calving.”

                         Family owned & operated
 The Sondermans, who will celebrate their 31st wedding 
anniversary in August, have lived on their current farm 
since 2000. Guyle rented the land from Fred and Marcella 
Kwapiszeski starting in 1982 and the Sondermans later pur-
chased the farm in 1999.
 Guyle and Julie have raised three daughters.
 Abby Kline, 26, lives with her husband Jerome on the 
farm where Guyle was raised - about a mile away from Son-
derman Charolais Farm. Abby works at Iowa Western Com-
munity College but she and Jerome, a farmer, still help out 
with the cattle when they can.
 Amy Drish, 24, lives in the small eastern Iowa town of  
Stanley with her husband Dakota. She works about 70 min-
utes from home as a respiratory therapist in Prairie du 
Chien, WI.
 Ashley Sonderman, 18, was a senior at HCHS this past 
year and has future plans to attend Des Moines Area Com-
munity College and Iowa State University.

Sonderman Charolais
 Sonderman, who also row crop farms corn and soybeans, 
estimates that he has been in the cow-calf  business for 45 
years - his entire adult life.
 His passion for farming and cattle started as a child when 
he helped his father, Harry, do chores and drove John Deere 
tractors. Harry Sonderman raised pigs and a variety of  cat-
tle breeds.
 Guyle raised commercial cows for many years before 
making the switch to purebred Charolais in 2004, when he 
bought his first Charolais bull. Eventually, Sonderman Cha-
rolais Farm was founded.
 Today, the Sonderman herd consists of  70 registered Cha-
rolais cows and bred heifers, their calves and five bulls for 
breeding. Guyle added that he sells about 15-20 bulls per year 
via private treaty. Most are sold to farmers in Nebraska and 
Iowa, but sales have been made as far away as Ohio.
 The website sondermancharolaisfarm.com states: “Our 
goal is to produce top-quality Charolais cattle that will im-
prove the herds of  commercial and purebred cattlemen. We 
have used genetics with great carcass merit which we feel the 
industry needs. Crops are a big part of  our operation; how-
ever, most of  our time is devoted to raising cattle that we can 

Owner Troy Langenfeld at Troy’s Bar & Grill, Earling.

 The Sondermans’ current herd consists of 70 registered Charolais cows and bred heifers, their calves and five bulls for breeding. 
Guyle added that he sells about 15-20 bulls per year via private treaty. Most are sold to farmers in Nebraska and Iowa, but sales 
have been made as far away as Ohio. (Photos by Mike Oeffner)



Harlan News-Advertiser  
Friday, May 22, 2020 Page 2Country Views

Application Deadline
Friday, June 26, 2020

at the Shelby Co. Extension Office

Applicant must be entering 7th, 8th or 9th grade at the time 
the application is due. The recipient(s) may receive a scholar-
ship toward the purchase of five first calf heifers and will not 
be eligible for a future Cattlemen’s educational scholarship.

shelby CounTy CATTlemen’s

HEIFER SCHOLARSHIP

Harlan, Iowa
(712) 755-2166

www.nvrec.com

Owned by those we serve since 1936!

Save ENERGY and 
DOLLARS in your 

confinement facility. 
Lighting, insulation 
and motor rebates 

now available.
Call today for more information!

 The Sonderman family celebrating after the February 3, 2020 Shelby 
County Cattlemen’s Banquet. Pictured, l-r, Jerome and Abby (Sonderman) 
Kline, Guyle, Julie and Ashley (not pictured is their daughter Amy).

 A beautiful pastoral scene at the Sonderman family farm taken by Julie Sonderman. She said the picture 
shows a few of their young calves with their mothers in their bedded down lot with cornstalks.

TOM’S ELECTRIC & 
GRAIN EQUIPMENT, INC.

tomelect@fmctc.com

712-627-4610
105 Weber St., Westphalia, IA

America's Finest
Grain Management Systems
Conrad American is a leading manufacturer 

of America's fi nest and heaviest grain 
management systems. Our commitment to 
quality and service is what sets us apart.

Residential and Commercial Wiring
Transport augers also available.

4-Person 
Scramble 
BEEF 

TournamEnT 

Tournament Registration
Fill out and return (along with payment of $240) to:

HG&CC, 2503 12th St, Harlan, Ia 51537

 8 am session       1 pm session

 Do you need a rental cart, if so, add $25 per cart with entry fee 

Captain Info: Name  ______________________________________  

Address  ______________________________________________

Town ____________________State ____Zip ______

Phone ______________________________ 

Email, (optional) _________________________________________

Team players: __________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

Payouts in Beef Certificates
   • Flag Prizes • Skins Game • Flighted

$240 per team
Includes lunch for both sessions starting at 
noon prepared by Shelby County Cattlemen

Payment required upon registration.

TWO SESSIONS
18-Hole Shotgun 8 am or 1 pm

FIrST cOmE, FIrST SErvEd

registration - 7:30 am & 12:30 pm

Cart rental $25 per cart
Iowa Law ProHIBITS Carry on aLCoHoL

Friday, June 26

 Abby Sonderman as 
a young girl in the family’s 
calving barn bonding with 
the family’s calves after 
helping her dad, Guyle, 
with farming chores.

Magik grain kleener –  
an inexpensive alternative to the 
high cost of completing a process 
important to product quality.

Does the job efficiently with 
virtually

no operating expense!
Call us today for details.

magik 
kleener 

sales inc.
Farm & Commercial Grain Cleaning Products

2904 12th St. • Harlan, IA 51537
(712) 755-3871 • Fax 712-755-2668

909 Chatburn, Harlan • (712) 755-3883
 www.knodfm.com

Music from the
60’s, 70’s and 80’s. 

Keep in Touch . . . Listen 
for Farm News Daily!

 Tim meyer
Executive Committee,

 associate vice president 

Tim Graeve
Board member 

Shelby Countians 
on the Iowa 

Cattlemens board
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Cattlemen KIDS learn RESPECT
Respect for animals, for the weather, 
for their elders.
And, above all -- respect for the land.
Support American Cattlemen

Arthur • Carroll • Charter Oak • Churdan • Denison • Dunlap 
Fort Dodge • Glidden  • Harlan • Ida Grove •Kiron • Lake City 
Lohrville • Odebolt • Rockwell City • Schleswig • Storm Lake 
Holstein • Galva • Sac City • Moville • Kingsley • Pierson • Moorhead

Stop by our Harlan office at 
1802 23rd St., Hwy. 59, Harlan, IA

Member FDIC           www.unitedbk.com

We have the right attitude. We'll work 
with you to decide on a plan that's best 
for your operation. We have the right 
people. We understand agriculture 
and have an extensive knowledge of 
the industry. And, we are committed to 
rural Iowa – that's where agriculture is 
and that's where we want to be.

Iowa's 
#1 Ag 
Bank

100 lbs. Heavier Calf
With Hubbard Gain 

Plus 16% Creep

Call Howard today 
for booking price: 

712-579-6315. 
Find out how Hubbard Calf 
Creep Feed can help you 

maximize profits during times  
of high corn and calf prices.

We also stock a variety of 
minerals and protein barrels 
to meet your cows’ needs, 

which provides your herd with 
the freshest vitamin/mineral 

supplements available.

NelsoN 
Farm supply
Harlan • 712-755-3115 • 800-772-6184

Hubbard 
Grain plus 
16% Creep

Livestock 
feeders!

our concrete in
your feedlot

will never let you 
down!!!

It’s economical, too. 10 cubic yards will pave 
a 20’ x 40’ area 4” thick. If you frequently 
feed, labor saved and more economical gains 
pay the cost in a single year.

it pays to use ready 
mixed concrete.

Exira’s Laurtisen Cattle Co.  wants 
to meet their customers’ goals

For More Information:

Military  •  Police  •  Fire 
Paramedic  •  EMT

Our Way of Saying 
Thank You!

*Rebate amount based on model.  See dealer for details.
O� er applies to new Country Clipper equipment purchased at a participating, authorized Country Clipper dealer.  
Valid ID and proof of a�  liation with a hero organization required at time of purchase.  Limit one (1) rebate per 
customer.  May not be combined with any other Country Clipper discount program.

Up to
$300 Off

*

For More Information:

CountryClipper.com

STEVE’S 
REPAIR

305 2nd St., Defiance • 712-748-4466

Prices starting at $3,949 MSRP

 EXIRA - A positive custom-
er experience is the ultimate 
goal for the brother-sister duo 
of  Clara and Ty Lauritsen with 
their feedlot — Lauritsen Cattle 
Company.
 “Once we know our custom-
er’s goals, our focus is to provide 
a professional cattle feeding ex-
perience for them,” Clara says. 
“We strive to keep accurate re-
cords readily available for our 
customers.”
 In 1980, the 4,000-head feed-
yard was constructed by Clara 
and Ty’s father, Scott Lauritsen. 
While Scott still owns the yard, 
the siblings manage the day-to-
day duties at the yard, each tak-
ing on different responsibilities, 
something they have been a part 
of  their whole lives as sixth gen-
eration cattle feeders. Clara is 
also the newly named president 
of  the Audubon Cattlemen.
 “We’ve changed our duties 
as we see the need,” Clara says. 
“And we likely will continue to 
make changes as we determine 
the best way for us to manage 
this feedyard the best way possi-
ble for our customers,” Ty adds.
 Ty’s primary duties are cat-
tle health, grain inventory and 
marketing, as well as assisting 
in feeding management. 
 Clara’s responsibilities in-
clude feeding and controlling 
commodity inventories, pre-
paring the daily work order for 
employees and overseeing office 
activities. They both appreciate 
having their father at the feed-
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Clara, Scott and Ty Lauritsen, at the farm near Exira.

yard every day to overlook the 
facilities and assist with any is-
sues that may come up.
 “Together we share the role 
of  customer relations. With two 
of  us here, we feel we are better 
able to serve the needs of  our 
customers,” Clara says. “We 
work closely with our consult-
ing nutritionist and veterinar-
ian to provide the best care pos-
sible for these animals.”
 Experiences at large feed-
yards in Colorado and Kansas 
have helped the two learn about 
best practices for their feedyard.

Health & feed management
 Upon arrival at the feedyard, 
the calves are weighed and sent 
to a receiving pen. Cattle are 
processed 24 to 48 hours after 
arrival with a protocol that fits 
the type and kind of  cattle rep-
resented in the group.
 “Our veterinarian has set up 
protocols for low-, medium- and 
high-risk cattle,” Ty says.
 Cattle are given tags marked 
with the lot number and an in-
dividual identification number, 
to be used for record keeping 
and to identify the animal if  the 

need for medicating occurs.
 “We have computers chute-
side to be able to put all the in-
formation in when the cattle 
arrive and if  they have to be 
treated for illness,” Clara ex-
plains.
 Low-stress cattle handling 
is vital and all employees are 
trained to manage cattle prop-
erly to avoid high stress situa-
tions.
 Ty says all cattle are given 
a schedule from day one of  ar-
rival at the feedyard. The sched-
ule includes the health and feed 
program and projected harvest 
day.
 Rations are changed 
throughout the time cattle are 
on feed, in a five step-up ration 
plan. Depending on the group, 
MGA is fed, if  heifers are pres-
ent, to suppress estrus and 
Optaflexx is fed for increased 
rate of  gain and improve effi-
ciency.
 Computers are used for the 
ration calculations also and are 
located in feed trucks and in the 
feed loader to assure the proper 
amount of  each ingredient is 
added.
 All feed and health is input-
ted into the record keeping pro-
gram called CattleXpert, and 
helps provide each customer 
with as much detailed informa-
tion as they would like.
 “Carcass data can be col-
lected on individual animals 
from the local packing plants we 
use, if  the customer would like 
to have that, but usually they 
just get the averages of  the lot,” 
Clara explains.

Changes and challenges
 Their goal is to stay current 
on technologies and practices 
used in the cattle feeding indus-
try. They agree, over the years, 
the genetic capabilities of  cattle 

have improved, which in turn 
has changed how cattle are fed.
 “Textbooks say a feedyard 
will only last about 25 years. 
We’ve long outlasted that pre-
diction, but know we have to 
continually make changes and 
improvements,” Clara says.
 An update in the nutrition 
program was key to feeding cat-
tle efficiently and pushing cattle 
to the maximum performance. 
Scott continues to help make 
improvements to facilities. Two 
years ago, all water tanks were 
replaced and a current update 
is being made to the silage pit 
in time for harvesting the silage 
for the coming year.
 “When dad started here, 
his family fed cattle elsewhere. 
There were two pens here, 
which has been grown to 37 
pens that hold 70 to 200 head 
each,” Ty says.
 The feedyard is equipped 
with fenceline bunks, mounds, 
shades, sprinklers and wind-
breaks to help keep cattle 
comfortable during inclement 
weather. Cattle are bedded if  
needed. “This yard was well 
designed by our dad for effi-
ciency all year. Weather is still 
our most challenging factor,” 
Ty says. “We can do everything 
right, but the weather will still 
test our management skills.”
 At the end of  the day, the 
Lauritsens want to provide a 
safe, cost-friendly beef  product 
for consumers, but they know 
the foundation for doing that 
doesn’t happen overnight.

by Jennifer Carrico,  
edited from the 

Iowa Cattlemen magazine

Cattlemen share concerns on
Coronavirus Assistance Program
 The Iowa Cattlemen’s Association executive committee and 
feedlot council spoke with Under Secretary Bill Northey on May 
1, about the Coronavirus Food Assistance Plan.
 Chief concerns include the reported $125,000 payment limit 
per commodity. According to Brad Kooima, a cattle producer, bro-
ker, the losses associated with 400 head of fed cattle exceed 
that payment limit. More than 20% of Iowa feedlots fall into that 
category.
 The other primary concern is the expected coverage of loss-
es. Preliminary information states that 85% of losses between 
January 1 and April 15  and only 30% of the losses after April 15 
will be covered. With feedlot price decreases expected to cost 
producers $477.05 per head in May and June, compared to loss-
es of less than $244 per head in February and March, it is clear 
that the most significant economic damages are yet to come.
 Under Secretary Northey was unable to provide more detailed 
information about the payment program, but shared concerns 
regarding the limited funding available, which must be split be-
tween several commodities. ICA leaders reiterated the fact that 
there is no other safety net available for the cattle industry, and 
that losses have been historic.
 “It is too bad that we are forced to look to the federal gov-
ernment to help with the huge losses that our industry is now 
suffering; but that is where we are,” said Bob Butcher, a cattle 
feeder and banker from Holstein. “This would be the first time in 
my career that direct payments have been made to cattlemen 
for financial losses. We have no LDP or ARC payments, no MFP 
payments or even production insurance such as Federal Crop 
Insurance to provide a safety net for cattle producers.”

Harlan

908 7th St.
712-755-3151

Looking for Ways to

 Cut Costs?

Katie Petersen
1205 8th St., Harlan, IA 51537

(712) 755-5195

When you need us...

We’ll Be There!

FARM OWNERS

Brent Scheve
1205 8th St., Harlan, IA 51537

(712) 755-5195

When you need us...

We’ll Be There!

FARM OWNERS

Brent Scheve
1205 8th St., Harlan, IA 51537

(712) 755-5195
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AHRENHOLTZ CONSTRUCTION
G E N E R A L  C O N T R A C T O R S

The Builder’s Choice in Metal Building Solutions
 Ahrenholtz Construction has been an Authorized Chief Builder for 
over 50 years in Shelby and Harrison Counties.  The differences in 
metal building contractors might not seem substantial, but they are!  
 You will find the levels of customer service between contractors 
can be significant and our award winning team can do it for you!

 

RETAILCOMMERCIAL GOVERNMENT INDUSTRIAL
 We take pride in going above and beyond, striving to exceed our 
customers’ expectations every time we deliver a new building.  
 It’s what sets us apart, and it’s why those who know Chief Build-
ings choose Ahrenholtz Construction to build them, just look below 
at some of our customers from across the area. 

Manning, Iowa

Compare our workmanship, design and service
One of Iowa’s most award winning metal building contractors

Manning, Iowa

Portsmouth, Iowa

Harlan, Iowa

2603 SW Ave. • Harlan • www.ahrenholtzconstruction.com • aconst@fmctc.com

Missouri Valley, Iowa

Paton, Iowa

Sonderman Charolais Farm
Continued from page 1

Portsmouth

Shelby

May is 
beef 

Month

See Farm Service 
Cooperative for  

all your beef  
creep, mineral  
and feed needs.

farM service 
cooperative

Denison Feed Warehouse 712-263-5671

Denison Office 800-728-9714

Harlan Feed Mill 712-755-2171

Call one of our Livestock 
Production Specialists:
Aaron Bauer, Harlan; 

Kenny Crawford, Denison;
Brittany Rosauer, Denison
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be proud of  and are confident of  their performance.
 “We believe that if  something is worth doing, it’s worth do-
ing right. Every effort is made to ensure that our bulls are of  
the highest quality. You can trust that the bulls we have for sale 
will improve your herd.”

Why Charolais
 Sonderman is a firm believer in the French-based white 
cattle breed for many reasons, but mainly for their growth 
and mild disposition.
 “It’s a good bull to use for cross breeding. A lot of  growth, 
a lot of  pounds,” he said. “Bottom line: you’re selling pounds 
no matter what, and pounds pay. I like the way they perform 
probably the most of  anything. Growthy calves... They have 
improved birth weight a lot.
 “And disposition. Ours - you can pretty well almost pet 
‘em. Julie and I have got three daughters - Abby, Amy and 
Ashley - and they all grew up helping, and I won’t keep some-
thing if  it’s got a bad disposition. That’s very important as far 
as I’m concerned.”
 Sonderman keeps back only his best heifer calves as re-
placements and only the best bull calves to use as herd sires.
 “If  (the bulls) ain’t good enough, we castrate them and 
then we feed them out for the most part,” he said. “We keep 
our best replacement heifers 
and then we sell the rest of  
them... that I don’t feel are 
just quite good enough.
 “I do go out and buy a 
few once in a while to bring 
some new blood lines in, 
but for the most part we’ve 
raised all of  our cows.”
 The Sondermans use 
artificial insemination to 
breed about 30 of  their top 
cows, including all of  the 
replacement heifers. They 
turn out the rest of  the cows 
with their four Charolais 
herd bulls and use a red an-
gus bull as a “cleanup” bull 
for the replacement heifers.
 “That way I know if  it’s 
an AI’ed calf  or if  it’s a bull-
bred calf,” Sonderman said.
 The oldest cow in the 
herd, which Guyle instantly 
picks out of  the feedlot, is 
just 10 years old.
 In addition to being a 
Shelby County Cattleman, 
he also belongs to the Iowa 
Cattlemen’s Association and 
the American International 
Charolais Association.

Life on the farm
 Between corn, soybeans 
and pasture ground, Sonder-
man farms 700 acres of  land. 
About 120 of  that is pasture 
divided among four places, 
which is one reason he’s got 
five bulls in operation.
 The 2020 calving season 
was well above average for 
Sonderman and other local 
cattle farmers thanks to dry, 
mild weather during late 
winter and early spring.
 “It was a nice spring. 
Things went very good for 
the most part,” he said. 
“Last year was bad. It was 
cold, rainy, muddy. This 
year went very very well. 
I’d take a calving season like 
this every spring.”
 Because the Sondermans 
start calving somewhat ear-
ly each year, they have two 
calf  warmers on hand for 
use on some of  those par-
ticularly frigid winter morn-
ings.
 “I think last year the 
first 30 calves we put in 
calf  warmers,” Guyle said. 
“We weren’t worried about 
the calves so much, but we 
were worried about losing 
the ears. The calf  can stand 
a lot of  cold weather, but we 
hate to lose ears. It’s more 
cosmetic, but when you go 
to sell them, people don’t 
like them if  they don’t have 
ears.”
 Guyle says he always 
knew he wanted to farm, 

and Julie (maiden name Pauley) grew up a farm girl herself  
southeast of  Panama.
 It was not ag, however, that brought them together as they 
met during a softball marathon fundraiser in 1984.
 “We just kind of  ran into each other one night, basically. I 
was cold and she had a blanket - let’s leave it at that,” Guyle 
said with a laugh.
 All these years later, Guyle says that getting to work with 
his wife every day is still one of  the most rewarding parts of  
his job.
 “Most days,” quips Julie, who also works as a substitute 
teacher.
 “I like what I do. I enjoy (it). I guess it’s in your blood,” 
Guyle added. “You don’t like it every day - it’s like any job. 
There’s good days and there’s days it’s like, ‘What the hell am 
I doing this for?’ But for the most part (I like it). You’re your 
own boss basically. You meet new people when you’re sell-
ing bulls and stuff like that. You learn how other people do 
things.
 “Most of  my breeding comes from Lindskov-Thiel (Ranch) 
in Isabel, South Dakota. They have what I consider and I 
think most other breeders consider probably some of  the 
best cattle out there. All the semen I pretty well use comes 
from them and all my bloodlines that I use basically come 
from them, and I’m real happy.”
 Now 61, Guyle has no plans to retire from the beef  indus-
try in the near future.
 “As long as my health stays good... I’m hoping to (contin-
ue),” he said. “And as long as I keep my wife helping me.”

A pair of Sonderman’s best Charolais cattle in the herd includes his oldest cow (at right), which is 10 years old.



CALL 712-755-5187

QUALITY REPLACEMENT PARTS - 
AUTO • TRUCK • TRACTOR

Custom Made 
Hydraulic Hoses.

Largest inventory of 
hose and adapters in Western Iowa.

OPEN: 
M-F 8:00 AM - 5 PM
Sat. 8:00 AM - Noon

automotive, ltd.
1706 Exchange St. • Harlan

2 Blk N. and 2 E. of FSC Coop Elevator

 The Shelby County Cattlemen at their annual banquet in February an-
nounced the winners of the Shelby County Heifer annual  Scholarship Pro-
gram.
 The program is to help get our youth involved with the cattle industry and 
to hopefully spark an interest of continuing their involvement in the future.
 If you have any questions about the application, 
receiving an application or its requirements please 
feel free to contact any of the following committee 
members: Ken Schechinger (schechfarms@fmctc.
com); Kevin Goshorn (kevingoshorn@arborbank-
ing.com); Tim Graeve (homers_.crew@yahoo.
com) and Brandi Huddle (blhuddle@gmail.
com).
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• Must be entering 7th, 8th or 9th grade at the time the application is due, along with three recommendation 
letters are required.

• Recipient must be interested in agriculture and willing to accept total responsibility for the daily care of the 
heifers.

• The recipient must maintain an accurate report of income, expenditures, health protocols and records, as 
well as calving records during the five years. The recipient will be asked to submit these records plus a brief 
summary of activities annually.

• The recipient(s) will receive  scholarship towards the purchase of five first calf heifers.
• The amount distributed to the recipient may change from year to year if scholarship amounts change.
• If the purchase price of the heifers exceeds the amount given by the Shelby County Cattlemen, the recipi-
ent and recipient’s parent/guardian is responsible for that amount.

• The first year of the program, which begins April 15th following the announcement of the winner, the recipi-
ent is not required to pay any money back to the Cattlemen. This is considered the scholarship portion of 
the program. On April 15 of the 2nd, 3rd, 4th, and 5th year, the recipient is required to pay back 20% of the 
original amount given. This is considered the interest free loan part of the program.

• The recipient must submit an invoice/verification of heifer ownership. Ownership of heifers must be ob-
tained by April 15th following the announcement of the recipient. The Shelby County Cattlemen will have a 
security interest in the cattle and have the right to obtain and sell them if there was ever a problem.

• Shelby County Cattlemen reserve the right of an annual inspection of animals and facilities used.
• Sickness and/or death of the heifers purchased as part of this program remains the responsibility of the 

recipient and the Shelby County Cattlemen do not make any guarantees regarding profit or loss upon sale 
of the animals.

• If a recipient chooses to exit the program, re-payment of the loan in full is mandatory at the time the animals 
are sold.

• Recipient will NOT be eligible for a college scholarship later on. Shelby County Cattlemen reserve the right 
to change the application and requirements.

HEIFER SCHOLARSHIP DEADLINE
Friday, June 26, 2020 deadline at Shelby Co. Extension Office

 HEIFER SCHOLARSHIP HONOREES in 2020
 Cattlemen vice president, Kevin Goshorn, said at the Feb. 4, 2020 annual banquet, 
“We had five young adults who applied this year and they were all very qualified and 
deserving of receiving the scholarship and interest free loan.  
 “This is the ninth year of the program and with the five winners this year our total 
participants in the program is up to 31 students and young adults and that’s 155 head 
of heifers added to the area.  This totals $46,400 in scholarships and $186,600 in inter-
est free loans that have been awarded with the Heifer Program.   
 “The cattlemen are very proud of this and we couldn’t have started or continued to 
grow this program without the excellent support by all of you at our Annual Banquet 
held in February every year.”

Honorees were saluted at Shelby County Fair this summer
 Revin Bruck,  son of Richard & Melanie Bruck, Persia.  Revin is a 9th grader at 
Tri-Center High School.
 Morgan Hanson, daughter of Gabe & Cindy Hanson, Kirkman.  Morgan is a 9th 
grader at IKM-Manning High School.
 Will Mclaughlin, son of Scott & Shawn McLaughlin, Defiance.  Will is a sophomore 
at Harlan Community High School.
 Lauren McLaughlin, daughter of Scott & Shawn McLaughlin, Defiance.  Lauren is 
a 9th grader at Harlan Community High School.
 John Schechinger, son of Jay & Cindy Schechinger, Earling.  John is a 7th grader 
at Harlan Community Middle School.

Scholarship to go toward 
Shelby County Heifer Program

BEEF BYTES
 Most popular steak 
cuts served in U.S. 
restaurants:
1 - Tenderloin/Filet
2 - New York Srtrip
3 - Ribeye
4 - Top Sirloin
5 - Porthouse/T-Bone

Member FDIC   |   712.755.5112   |   scsbnet.com

LOANS FOR:
  Farm and Livestock Operations
  Ag Machinery and Equipment
  Ag Real Estate
  IADD Beginning Farmer Program

Harlan
755-3151 800-373-6440

Locally 
Owned & 

Operated by
Randy & 
Carmen 

Rasmussen

29

Beef Trivia

•Steak eaten “as is” is the 
� single most popular beef dish,
� eaten more than once a 
� month by the average person.4

4The NPD Group, National Eating Trends (NET) Research, October 2001
5The NPD Group, National Eating Trends (NET) Research, January 2001
6NCBA/NPD Group, Retail Fresh Meat Purchase Research, September 2001

Top Dinner Side Dishes Served with Beef 5

Steak
Baked Potatoes 28%
Corn 19%
Vegetable Salad 17%
Bread/Rolls 17%
Mashed Potatoes 14%
Green Beans 13%
Rice 9%
Fried Potatoes/
    French Fries 6%

Roast Beef
Mashed Potatoes 30%
Bread/Rolls 29%
Corn 20%
Carrots 17%
Green Beans 14%
Baked Potatoes 14%
Vegetable Salad 13%
Rice 8%

Ground 
Beef/Patties
Fried Potatoes/
    French Fries 17%
Corn 16%
Bread/Rolls 15%
Vegetable Salad 12%
Green Beans 11%
Mashed Potatoes 7%
Mac & Cheese 5%

Hamburgers
Fried Potatoes/
    French Fries 31%
Chips 13%
Vegetable Salad 9%
Corn 7%
Pork & Beans 6%
Potato/Pasta Salad 5%

•Ground beef continues to be the favorite type of 

� beef item purchased at retail. 50% of all beef pounds �

� purchased is ground beef.6 

Burgers  29%
Spaghetti  14%
Mexican dishes  9%
Casseroles/Helpers  8%
Meatloaf  8%
Chili  7% 
Sloppy Joes  3%
Non-sandwich patty  3%
Meatballs  2%
Lasagna  2%
Stew  2%
Other  13% 

•The average U.S. household 

� purchases ground beef an average of �
� 1.8 times each month.6 �

•80-90% lean is the most popular �

� type of ground beef purchased.6

Top Uses of 
Ground Beef5

% of Ground Beef Eatings

Rowland Burton
State Certified General Real Property Appraiser

2144 1900th Street 
Irwin, IA 51446

Phone 
712-782-3203
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1 STOP • 3 BRANDS

“Your Automotive 
Super Store”

2101 23rd St. (Hwy 59) • Harlan, IA • 712-755-2116
1-800-234-4927 • www.keastautocenter.com

Open 7:30 am Everyday!
Mon. & Thurs. Eve ‘til 8 pm. Saturdays ‘til 4 pm!

KEASTKEAST AUTO
CENTER

Erv Pauley & Sons, owners & operators • Barn 263-3149

SALE EVERY SATURDAY
Hogs 8:30 am • Misc. 9 a.m.
Sheep 9 am • Cows 11 am
Followed by Feeder Cattle
WWW. DENISON LIVESTOCK.COM

JR Pauley 269-7777  •  Tom Pauley 263-0224  •  Ben Pauley 269-6846
Dave Vanness 265-1189  •   Randy Pryor 644-7610 • Jared Muhlbauer 269-7729

SorenSen equipment
Hwy. 59 • Harlan, Ia • 712-755-2455

www.sorensenequipment.com

Kinze mach till

What is Mach Till?
Hybrid Horizontal Tillage Tool
The NEW Kinze Mach Till is an ultra-versatile, hybrid 
horizontal tillage tool that combines the benefits of vertical 
tillage, conventional tillage and soil finishing tools into one 
machine. Running at speeds of 8 to 12 mph, Mach Till uses 
two rows of concave discs and an exclusive OTICO® furrow 
roller to fracture, lift, mix, break up, level and firm the soil.

Harlan News-Advertiser  
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Steven P. Kock, AFM
Real Estate Broker, Iowa & Nebraska

Certi�ed General Appraiser, Iowa
Harlan, Iowa

712-579-1071   800-850-8091   skock@msbna.com

Personalized Farm Management Services 
to Meet the Owner’s Goals & Objectives

Professional Farm Management
Real Estate Sales & Acquisitions

Certi�ed Real Estate Appraisals
 33 Years of Farm Management 
and Real Estate Experience

Iowa Cattlemen’s Assoc.
2055 Ironwood Court

Ames, IA 50014
(515) 296-2266

Brand • Products

755-2027 • 111 Cyclone Ave. •  Harlan

102 Main St. • Earling • (712) 747-2171

Owners
Craig & Kristina Brich

Earling LockerTroy Langenfeld of Earling 
opened the bar and grill in 
May 2013 and currently has 
five part-time employees.

Burger judging
  “I am very happy and 
proud to be nominated by my 
customers and couldn’t have 
done it without them. Also a 
shout out to Earling Locker, 
for all my fresh meat each 
week. I’ve been nominated 
for best burger in the past 
couple years, but have never 
got in top 10. It’s not just one 
burger that was voted on, it 
was a cumulative effort of  
who has the best burger(s) 
in the state. All burgers are 
great, just depends which 
toppings you want,” said 
Langenfeld.
 Based on the number of 
nominations each restaurant 
received, the top 10 were se-
lected as finalists. An anon-
ymous panel of judges had 
planned to have the judging 
completed by May but due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
selection of the top burger 
was postponed. 
 Anyone can nominate 
a hamburger from a restau-
rant in Iowa. Some of the 
rules on the website include 
the hamburger must be 100% 
beef  although other ingredi-
ents may be added to the pat-
ty (such as spices, vegetables, 
etc.) and all burgers must 
be composed of  a formed 

Earling has an Iowa  winner - 
With a Top 10 Best Burger
Continued from page 1

A double bacon cheeseburger.

Mushroom Swiss Burger

Bacon Mac 
and Cheese Burger

ground beef/patties served on a bun or other bread 
product. Combinations of  condiments, sauces, 
cheeses and toppings may be used.  
 The website showed the following guide-
lines to be used in the judging: taste (of  burger 
patty) - 50%, appearance and presentation – 
30%, proper cooking temperature/degree of  
doneness – 10%, medium doneness, internal 
temperature reaches 160° F and overall – 10%.
 Joining Troy’s Bar & Grill in the top 10 
in Iowa are AllyCatz GrubHouse, Denver; Big 
Schwilly’s Chicken Dillys, Fairfield; Birdies, 
Burgers, & Brews at the Hillcrest, Graettinger; 
Brady’s Pub, Sheldon; BurgerFiend, Cedar Rap-
ids; Lucile’s at the Continental Hotel, Centerville; 
The Buck Snort, Council Bluffs; The Twisted Tail 
Steakhouse & Saloon, Logan; and Wink’s Bar & 
Grill, West Liberty.
 “Burgers are such a classic American favorite 
and a great source of  high-quality protein that is 
authentic, real and raised responsibly. Beef  sup-
plies 10 essential nutrients without a long list of  
ingredients or added sodium. It’s hard to beat the 
taste, satisfaction and nutrition you get from a 
serving of  real beef  and this contest showcases 
just that,” says Janine Moore, Iowa Beef 
Industry Council 
Chairman.
 D u r i n g 
the COV-
ID-19 pan-
demic, Lan-
genfeld has 
been offer-
ing carry-
out and 
c u r b s i d e 
d e l iv e r y. 
He also de-
livers food 
in Earling 
to the 
elderly 
or disabled.
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Here’s to an Industry that 
Keeps America Strong.

Shelby County Cattlemen’S 
aSSoC. offiCerS:

Ken Schechinger, President; Kevin Goshorn, Vice President
Steve Leinen, Secretary; Dave Kramer, Treasurer

Tim Hastert, Membership Chairman; 
Dave Schomers, Grill Captain

Heifer Scholarship Application Information 
will reach your mailbox soon. We encourage all eligible students to apply!

 Archie Petersen, 
C.J. McDermott, Zeno 
Lapke, Selmer Hodne, 
Don Buman, Gene & 
Cy Monson, Earl M 
Mathiasen, Ted Allen, 
George Mathiasen, 
Francis Kenkel, Wil-
lis L Hansen, George 
Mortensen, Gerald 
Tremel,
 Eugene Sorensen, 
Allan Havick, Ron 
Mortensen, Gene 
Baughman, Myron 
Sorensen, Clarence 
Kenkel, Gale Barratt, 
Vic Morgan, James 
Zimmerman, Ken Ros-
mann,
 Howard Juehler, Ken-
ny Escher, Ed Lapke, 
Edwin Benson, Robert 
Sonderman, Gary Erb, 
Bill & Karen Johnson, 
Denny Muller, Nor-
man Schmitz, Schom-
er Brothers, Albert 
Schwarte, Phil Wegner,
 Rich Ohlinger, Bill 
& Maye Babbitt, Tom 
Musfeldt, Ed Buman, 
Marv Tremel, Rich 
Goshorn, Ken Schnei-
der, Phil & Dean Gub-
bels, Ron & Maria 
Rosmann, Lowell An-
dersen, Ken Schech-
inger, Roger Ahren-
holtz, Bob Schechinger, 
Jim Keller, Larry 
“Chub” Assmann, Eric 
Monson, Steve Leinen, 
Gary Blum and Guyle 
Sonderman

A salute to past
Cattlemen of 
the Year recipients:

Trophy Buyers, l-r, Reserve champion heavy weight steer, Farm Service Coop, 
Aaron Bauer; Grand champion cow calf, Shelby Vet Clinic, Marea Ferry; Re-
serve champion breeding heifer, Shelby Co. State Bank, Stef Kramer; Grand 
champion breeding heifer, Shelby Co. State Bank, Kevin Campbell; Champion 
heavy weight steer, Cyclone Seed, Chad Manz; Reserve champion middle 
weight steer, Kirkman Farms, Matt Van Baale; Reserve champion pen of three, 
Midstates Bank, Dakota Schiefelbein.

 Trophy Buyers, l-r, Grand champion market steer, United Bank of Iowa, Lee Schoof; 
Champion middle weight steer, Farm Credit Services, Brad Renze; Reserve champion 
market heifer, E4 Sons, Mitch Kramer; Champion light weight steer, Nelson Farm Supply, 
Todd Berndt; Grand champion market heifer, Farmers Trust & Savings Bank, Roger Kenkel; 
Reserve champion cow calf, Schaben Insurance, Gary Schaben. 

 Trophy Buyers, l-r, Reserve champion market steer, Titan Machinery, Scott Assmann; 
Reserve champion carcass, Cogdill Farm Supply, Shawn Cogdill; Reserve champion light 
weight steer, Cogdill Farm Supply, Sally Hoesly; Grand champion carcass, Agriland FS, 
Ben Bruck; Grand champion pen of three, Community Bank, Kim Johannsen.

Brandi Huddle, DVM, Heifer Scholarship Chairperson

additional board memberS:
Tim Graeve, George Langenfeld, Todd Berndt, 

Mike Fara, Kate Schechinger, Gabe Ferry, Nate Kloewer
Ernie Peters, Kent Andersen, Justin Ahrenholtz, 

Bree Schwarte, Josh Leinen, Kasey Bradley

Trophy auction raises $40,200
2020 banquet attendance tops 725 guests

GREATER PROTECTION.
BETTER SERVICE.

LOWER COST.
The Prudent Farmer
Buys Insurance…
the Careful Farmer 

buys County 
Mutual Insurance!

Hazards such as fi re and storms 
can spell disaster on the farm. 

Be covered by your local 
County Mutual Insurance.

• Fire & Lightning
• Hail
• Windstorm Protection
• Electrocution
• New Comprehensive Cover-

age on Large Machinery

• Collision
• Overturn of Machinery
• Smoke and Explosion
• Theft
• Aircraft and Vehicles

For Over 133 Years, 
We’ve Been Proud To Serve Our 

Area Livestock & Crop Producers!

SHELBY COUNTY 
FARMERS MUTUAL 
INSURANCE ASS’N.

FOUNDED IN 1887.
Rick Rasmussen, Manager/Agent • Lori Baughman, Agent

Phone 755-3171 • 877-755-3171
1117 7th St., Harlan, IA

 PANAMA - A packed house view from above at the Cattlemen’s Banquet at St. Mary’s Hall in Panama. This photo 
only represents one-third of the floor space used to host the 725 diners for the auction.

 The Environmental Stewardship Awards Program (EASP) 
program was meant to highlight conservation efforts and recog-
nize outstanding beef  farmers who care for the land with as much 
dedication as they care for their livestock. 
 The 2020 Iowa Environmental Stewardship Program Award 
Winners are the Euken-Myers family from Cass County near the 
communities of  Griswold and Lewis.
 Beef  production has been a life-long learning opportunity, pas-
sion and revenue stream for the Euken-Myers family. Randy and 
Jill Euken grew up with cattle on family farms and showed cattle 
as 4-H’ers. Their own farming operation was launched in 1978 
when Randy started his farming career and purchased half  of  the 
cow herd from his landlord. 
 Over the past 40 years, they have continued to grow and im-
prove their cattle herd by carefully selecting replacement heifers 
and bulls, keeping and utilizing an extensive set of  records, im-
plementing the best practices for environmental stewardship and 
carefully tending to beef  nutrition and herd health. These efforts 
have resulted in continued improvement in the performance and 
ROI for their operation and their reputations as good stewards of  
natural resources, life-long learners and good neighbors.
 Now, the family has put in place a farm transition plan that is 
transferring management and operation of  the beef  and farming 
enterprises to their daughter and son-in-law. Over the past three 
years, Michelle (Euken) Myers and Steve Myers have purchased 
and improved their own farm and purchased half  of  the Eukens’ 
cow herd. They are retaining ownership of  their calves in the 
family feedyard and are carrying on the legacy of  environmental 
stewardship in their farming and cattle enterprises.
 Their farm has a long history of  row-crop and cattle produc-
tion. Jill’s great grandfather and his sons bought the home farm 
in 1912, and it has remained in the family ever since. Now, more 
than 100 years later, the Myerses are the 5th generation in the fam-
ily to earn a living from the farm.
 Throughout that time, the farm has included both row-crops 
and cattle. The land is utilized with erosion and water quality in 
mind, with the highly erodible ground growing pasture or hay.
 The Eukens and Myerses currently have approximately 165 
cows and 30 head of  replacement heifers. They also feed out their 
own calves and others in a 400 head feedlot, and purchase feeder 
cattle that are custom fed elsewhere. 
 The family manages pasture and hay ground in addition to 
row-crops. The row-crop acres are farmed with an extended rota-
tion including alfalfa hay.
 In the past few years, there has been an increased focus on cli-
mate change by politicians, academicians, and activists. Many of  
the practices the Eukens and Myerses employ on their farm miti-
gate climate change in one of  two ways: reducing emissions and 
sequestering carbon.
 Cattlemen are often considered the original stewards of  the 
land. And with progressive, responsible cattle producers like the 
Eukens and Myerses, it’s easy to see why.
 The regional winners for the national award will be announced 
in late July. The Eukens and Myerses will compete against nomi-
nees from Missouri, Minnesota, Illinois, and Wisconsin.

Euken-Myers family named 
2020 Iowa Environmental 
Stewardship Award winners
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CONGRATULATIONS TO SHELBY COUNTY’S BEEf PRODUCERS…THE AREA’S TOP PRODUCERS

FAREWAY’S FULL-SERVICE 
MEAT DEPARTMENT

Fresh Quality Meats, Friendly Personal service

Your FULL SERVICE Meat Counter
with a Meat Cutter on Duty Every Hour Our Store Is Open!

Meat Department 
Manager

Kevin Pitkin

USDA 
CHOICE 

BEEF

FRESH
 POULTRY

QUALITY
SMOKED

MEAT

FINEST 
PORK

Offering 
One of the 

Largest Meat 
Counters in 
Southwest 

Iowa!

All 
Natural 

Pork

2018

www.facebook.com/ShelbyCountyFarmBureau

Mission:
To create a vibrant future 

for agriculture, 
farm families 

and their communities.

Cattlemen honor Earling’s the 
late Gary “Bandit” Gubbels 
and Harlanite Troy Bruck

Cattlemen KIDS learn RESPECT
Respect for aniMals, for the weather, 
for their elders.
And, above all -- respect for the land.
Support American Cattlemen

2018

GENERATION AG LENDING
“THE FUTURE OF FARMING BEGINS WITH FAMILY”

Midstates Bank serves farmers and ranchers throughout the Midwest 
by providing high quality credit services that help fulfill the production 
and growth needs of individual agricultural producers. The Ag Team 
members are professionals who assist customers by seeking to pro-
vide the best overall financing package that meets their needs. The 
team strives to develop strong long-term relationships for generations 
to come by providing:
 
	 •	Personal	commitment	to	customers.
 
 •	A	full	spectrum	of	credit	services,	including	crop	operating,	
	 	 livestock	production,	equipment	and	real	estate	loans.
 
 •	Availability	of	funds	at	competitive	rates	and	terms.
 
 •	The	production,	marketing,	financial	and	credit	knowledge	needed
  to be effective in the current agricultural environment.
 
 •	Onsite	visits	-	we	come	to	you.
 

Call us today and speak with one of our Ag Lenders.

Trent Svendsen

812 Durant, Harlan • 712-755-2126

Dakota Schiefelbein

Friend of the 
Industry

 Cattlemen banquet em-
cee Steve Leinen said, “The 

 Friend of the Industry was given posthumously to Gary “Bandit’ Gubbels, rural Ear-
ling. Pictured are his sons, Terry and Tyler; and his wife, Carmie.

 2020 Beef Backer went to 
Harlanite Troy Bruck.

Friend of  the Industry Award 
goes to a person who goes 
above and beyond their daily 
lives to support the beef  in-
dustry. This year’s recipient 

was born and raised in this 
community and had a suc-
cessful business in Westpha-
lia. He married a sweet girl 
from Earling and together 

they raised two sons on a farm 
east of  Panama.
 “He was outstanding at 
smoking meats and started 
making his own BBQ sauce 
& seasonings. He would share 
his tasty meats at many events 
and also on his many week-
end camping trips. The recipi-
ent was very instrumental in 
helping us prepare the beef  
for the annual banquet and 
was the man the Cattlemen 
went to to decide what type of  
smoker grill they should buy.
 “We are sure there are 
many people here in atten-
dance who have purchased a 
smoker grill from him over 
the last 20 or more years.
 “We ask that his wife, Car-
mie and their sons, Tyler and 
Terry come up to accept the 
award for this year’s Friend 
of  the Industry - the late Gary 
“Bandit” Gubbels.” 
 In his memory the more 
than 700 in attendance hon-
ored his family and memory 
with a standing ovation. 
 “Bandit was the son of  
Nicholas “Nickie” and Marge 
(Fahn) Gubbels, and started 
his education at St. Mary’s 
Catholic School in Panama 
and graduated in 1978 from 
HCHS. Following high school, 
he served his country honor-
ably in the U.S. Army Nation-
al Guard.
 “He opened Gary’s Diesel 
Repair Shop in Westphalia 
and through the years, “Ban-
dit” also worked for Western 
Engineering, Brace Imple-
ment, One Ton Welding and 
owned Farm and Fun. He 

loved smoking and grilling 
meat and what started out as 
a hobby turned into a busi-
ness and joined his long time 
friend, Dick Keane, and they 
started Lil’ Angels BBQ. 
 “Gary was a member of  
the Westphalia Volunteer Fire 
Department for over 35 years. 
He was his own “MacGyver” 
and he could fix anything he 
put his mind to and would do 
anything for his friends and 
family and enjoyed fishing, 
camping, watching Nascar, 
going to races and spoiling his 
grandchildren most of  all.
 “Bandit”, 59, died July 9, 
2019 at Myrtue Medical Cen-
ter.” 

Beef Backer 
of the Year

 Leinen said the Beef  
Backer award is presented  to 
an individual who supports 
the work of  the Shelby Co. 
Cattlemen’s and who is an ad-
vocate and supporter of  the 
livestock industry within the 
community. 
 “This year’s recipient, 
Troy Bruck, clearly fits that 
description. He was born 
and raised in Harlan, gradu-
ated from HCHS in 1990 and 
earned his BS in Agriculture 
Science at NE Missouri State 
Univ. (now Truman State). He 
returned to Shelby County 
shortly after college, to con-
tinue his career in agricul-
ture. Bruck has devoted much 
of  his life to the industry of  
crop production through his 
work at Agriland FS where he 

is the agronomy sales manag-
er for Southwest Iowa. 
 “He is passionate about 
his work, and strives continu-
ally to improve the profitabil-
ity of  the farmers he serves. 
Bruck has also been a con-
stant advocate of  youth in this 
community, and especially 
enjoys being involved with 
athletics. He has worked as 
an official for many basketball 
games and has spent endless 
hours coaching youth baseball 
teams.
 “As a young adult, he also 
decided to start a small cow/
calf  herd. Learning from his 
uncle, Kevin Bruck, and many 
friends involved in this aspect 
of  the livestock industry, this 
producer prides himself  on 
the quality of  calves that he 
raises and has grown his black 
Simmental herd largely by 
keeping back his own heifers.”
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