
Customizable Commercial 
Rental Property

Veteran Owned and Operated Company

• New Construction
• Remodeling
• Foundation Repair
• Concrete Work

“When it comes to 
construction, don’t 
just make the right 

choice -
make the Patriot’s 

Choice”

Call us for a no obligation 
quote!
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2022 SPRING
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT!
· FIX IT!

· PAINT IT!
· IMPROVE IT!

·
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See website for details 
www.HDDvisual.com

Plans for New Home 
Construction

Plans for New Home 
Additions

Kitchen Layouts
3D Visualization for 

Both Commercial and 
Residential 

Construction
Renderings for 

Existing Projects
Hours: Monday - Friday: 8:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M.

Saturday: 8:00 A.M. to 12:00 P.M.
3105 12th St Harlan Iowa 51537 • 712.755.2534

YOUR 
HOMETOWN
Lumberyard 

has:

BAXTER
lumber

Build a Happy Life!

•	Cabinets	&	Tile
•	Quartz,	Granite	&	

Laminate
•	 Lumber,	Treated	
Lumber	&	Specialty	
Woods

•	 Insulation
•	Roofing	Materials
•	Siding,	Windows	
&	Doors	

•	Coretec	Flooring
•	Drywall	Materials	
•	Steel,	Stone,	
Concrete

•	Paint	&	Stain	Block	
&	Rebar

•	Hardware,	Plumbing	
Electrical

•	Bathroom	Fixtures
•	Garage	Doors
•	 Tools	&	Accessories
•	 Fencing

A tune-up of your home’s air conditioning 
system by a qualified technician can give you 

assurance of efficiency as you cool your home.

Let Us Help You Lower Energy Costs!
Device Rebate
CentRal aiR ConDitioning oR 
aiR SouRCe heat pump Cooling CyCle-
Rating (S.E.E.R.)
 16 S.E.E.R. ........................................... $400 
WinDoW  aiR ConDitioneR
 Must be Energy Star* .............................. $50
natuRal gaS fuRnaCe
 96%+ AFUE .......................................... $350

Device Rebate
pRogRammable theRmoStat 
 Half of the purchase price .............. up to $25
ClotheS WaSheR- Must be Energy Star* $50
RefRigeRatoRS- 10 cu.ft. or larger
 Must be Energy Star* .............................. $50
fReeZeR- 10 cu.ft. or larger 
 Must be Energy Star* .............................. $25
DiShWaSheR- Must be Energy Star* ........ $20

Your purchase of energy efficient devices can mean rebates to you from HMU.
Rebate application form and rebate details for qualifying appliances 

available at  www.HarlanNet.com.

APPLIANCE
REBATE PROGRAM

HARLAN’S PREMIER UTILITY PROVIDER

2412 Southwest 
Ave., Harlan

755-5182
Visit us at HarlanNet.com

for more energy saving tips.

• Septic Tanks
• Septic Risers/Lids 
• Tile Holding Pits
• Various Diameter Tile
• Pole Pads
• Pet/Animal Food Dishes 

HARLAN 
CEMENT WORKS

2102 6th St. 
Harlan, IA

Open Mon. - Fri. 8-4 or by appointment

712-755-2325 • harlancement@gmail.com

• Custom Concrete 
Slabs

• Downspout Pads
• Decorative Benches
• Raised Garden Beds

1016 6th St. Harlan

www.osborn-realty.com



Sprucing Up For Spring

 HARLAN -- Local contractors are getting busy as the weather warms up and thoughts turn to spring home improvement 
plans. 
 Top: Devin Fink, with Dave Martin Construction in Harlan, works on a driveway patch Thursday, March 31. He said they’ve 
been getting busier as the weather starts to turn warmer.
 Bottom left:Tom and Wyatt Muenchrath, kneeling, of Tom’s Electric & Grain Equipment of Westphalia, work on updating 
the service at the old Flower Barn building Thursday, March 31. 
  Bottom right: Arrick Clausen, of Elevate Roofing in Denison, backs up a load of plywood Thursday, March 31. Elevate is 
putting a new rubber roof on the building that will soon be home to Patriot’s Choice Contracting in Harlan. 
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Holtz Service 
& Small EnginE llC
331 W High St., Avoca IA 51521
712-343-2177 
www.holtzservice.com

iSXtM 800

STARTING AS LOW AS 

$9,249
Model: 5902024

SPeciAl FiNANciNG AvAilABle
Subject to credit approval. Minimum monthly

payments required. See dealer for details. 

The ISX™ 800 features the next generation in 
Ferris® independent suspension technology; 
the Forefront Suspension System.

FOREFROnTTm inDEPEnDEnT SUSPEnSiOn 
SYSTEm

23" TURF FRiEnDlY REaR TiRES

iCDTm CUTTing SYSTEm WiTH 2-BElT DECK

DECK WiDTHS: 52" / 61"

EnginE OPTiOnS:
Briggs & Stratton® Commercial Series
Briggs & Stratton® Commercial Series EFI
Vanguard® 810
Kawasaki® FS730V
Kawasaki® FT730V EFI

Schedule Pre-Season 
A/C Cleaning/Testing 

to Ensure Peak Efficiency Or  
Upgrade To A New More Efficient Unit

Sales & 
Service

• Heating & Cooling Units 
• Water Heaters 

• Plumbing Fixtures

• Preventative Maintenance • Service Calls 
• Sewer Cleaning • Backhoe Trenching 

• Septic System

607 Court Street in Harlan 

712-755-9701
Store Hours: Mon-Fri 9:00-4:30

Financing 
is available!

- Driveways & Sidewalks
- Foundations, Floors & Walls
- Garage & Outbuilding Footings & Floors

We've got the 
experience, 
equipment 

and 
manpower
 to tackle 

your 
next job.

• Residential 
• Commercial
• Agricultural

Serving Shelby & 
Surrounding Counties 

Since 1942

2206 6th St. • Harlan
712-755-5722

Bruce Burger 
construction

New Construction • Remodeling Homes
Driveways • Cement • Shingling • Siding

506 Dodge St.
Harlan, IA 51537

712-755-5008 or 755-3815
Cell 712-579-4022 • Fax 712-755-5008
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Remodeling a kitchen adds value to a home. Remodeling Magazine’s 
“Cost vs. Value Report” indicates mid-range kitchen remodels cost about 
$66,000, and homeowners can expect to recover about 60 to 80 percent of 
that cost at resale.

Homeowners may wonder if remodeling their kitchens is worth the invest-
ment. But homeowners should not just consider cost, but also the current 
conditions of their kitchens when deciding if a renovation project is the right 
move to make. These signs indicate it may be time to renovate a kitchen.

• Breakers are triggered: If the lights go dark from a tripped circuit breaker 
every time you try to microwave and run the toaster oven at the same time, 
your wiring is likely not up to the task of handling the workload and could be 
out of date. A kitchen remodel will assess wiring load needs and an electric 
overhaul may be necessary.

• Lack of storage: One of the biggest hassles homeowners encounter in 
their kitchens is a lack of storage space. If making a meal involves a Jenga-
like stacking and rearranging of kitchen tools, or if an avalanche occurs 
whenever you search for an item, you might need more storage. A carefully 
planned redesign can achieve this, even in a smaller kitchen.

• Outdated appliances: Even if your appliances are not avocado green or 
mustard yellow relics of the 1970s, they might still need to be replaced. Ac-
cording to CRD Design, appliances are only expected to last around 10 to 
15 years. If appliances have become unsafe or energy hogs, it could be time 
for a remodel.

• Family is expanding (or shrinking): Kitchens often are the heart of a 
home. They need to meet the needs of the family that resides in that home. A 
remodel can add space as needed. On the flip side, when a couple becomes 
empty nesters, kitchens can be redesigned and downsized to reflect their new 
needs and desires, such as the addition of a wine chiller or espresso station.

• Poor lighting: Task lighting is essential in a kitchen, but older homes may 
not be equipped with lighting where it’s most needed. A carefully designed 
remodel can improve lighting with under-cabinet lights, pendants, overhead 
lighting, and even natural light to make the space attractive and more func-

tional.
• Frequent run-ins: The notion that you can have too many cooks in the 

kitchen refers to having too many people trying to pitch in or offer their 
opinions. However, it also can apply to when too many people are gather-
ing in a small space. Redesigning a kitchen can improve the efficiency of a 
space and make the room feel larger.

• Aesthetic appeal: Many kitchen remodels have been inspired by unsight-
ly kitchens. Cosmetic changes can lead to big improvements. 

Kitchen renovations can add instant appeal and help address issues that 
tend to plague outdated rooms. 

Signs it is time to overhaul your kitchen:



New CoNstruCtioN
Custom remodeliNg aNd reNovatioN

Todd Ahrenholtz - Owner

Mobile: 712-579-9795
Location: 3330 340th St Manilla IA
Facebook: Innovative-Renovations

Email: todd.ahrenholtz123@gmail.com

experieNCe the differeNCe
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experieNCe the differeNCe
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Call Gilburt for all your roofing 
and general contracting needs!

TotalContractingHarlan.com

ToTal 
ConTraCTing

Full & 
Part-Time 

HelP 
WanTed 
Top Pay! Gilburt Ahrenholtz 

2002 Chatburn Ave., Harlan, IA • gilburt@hotmail.com 712-579-1816
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PUT DOWN ROOTS.  GROW YOUR BUSINESS.
 Shelby County is very attractive to industries that recognize 
the combination of wide-open spaces and wide-open minds 
are ideal ingredients for wide-open possibilities.
 Shelby County offers solutions and opportunities for the 
Clean Energy Industry, Agriculture Industry, Tourism Industry, 
Manufacturing Industry, Transportation and Logistics Industry, 
and many, many more.  Over the last 20 years, there have been 
62 business expansions and 61 new business openings 
in Shelby County. 
 Shouldn’t you be next?

CONTACT US:
1901 Hawkeye Ave., Suite 101
Harlan  IA  51537 • (712) 755-2114
info@exploreshelbycounty.com
www.exploreshelbycounty.com

Shelby County
Chamber 
                           Of COmmerCe & Industry

a place to call home!

Shelby County, Iowa
FOR THOSE WITH VISION, THIS IS 
NOTHING SHORT OF BEAUTIFUL

WORK WITH PEOPLE WHO CARE ABOUT YOU 
AND YOUR BUSINESS
 There’s a collective “how can we help?” mindset that runs 
to the core of everyone you meet here. From county supervi-
sors to city council members, politicians to street shopkeepers, 
school principals to museum curators, those who live and work 
in Shelby County share the kind of optimism and “arm-linking” 
that seems of another time.  Here, however, that kind of mind-
set is the makeup of our DNA.  The idea of “can-do” is still 
fresh in our minds, not something obsolete. 

IS THIS RIGHT FOR YOU?
It’s a simple yet critical question to consider: are the people 
and communities of Shelby County right for you and your busi-
ness? Is it the right place to find those that will help you pros-
per and keep your dreams alive? Ultimately, that’ll come down 
to a first-hand visit, but for starters we’d like to share some of 
what you can come to expect: 
 • Abundant and Varied Energy Resources
 • Over 250 miles (to every corner of the county) Fiber Optics
 • Strong Education and a Trained Workforce 
 • Community College Access and Support for Training
 • A Robust Infrastructure • Trained Workforce 

… and S P A C E …
 plenty of wide open space for work and play.

©Kenneth West Photography

Shelby County ... A place to call home!
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GROW YOUR BUSINESS.
 Shelby County is very attractive to industries 
that recognize the combination of wide-open 
spaces and wide-open minds are ideal ingredi-
ents for wide-open possibilities.
 Shelby County offers solutions and opportu-
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and many, many more. Over the last 20 years, 
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CONTACT US: 1901 Hawkeye Ave., Suite 101, 
Harlan IA 51537 • (712) 755-2114
info@exploreshelbycounty.com
www.exploreshelbycounty.com
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Shelby County ... A place to call home!

SWEET

• Flooring • Cabinets 
• Countertops • Sinks
• Plumbing Fixtures

• Tubs

Complete Kitchen 

& Bathroom 

Remodeling

607 Court Street in Harlan 

712-755-9985
Store Hours: Mon-Fri 9:00-4:30

FINANCING

IS AVAILABLE!

Homeside
Replacement 
Windows

Serving local communities 
for 30 years.

Tom & Linda Bates
Macedonia, Ia • 712-486-2377

Energy Efficient 
Full Framed Windows 

Tilt In For Easy Cleaning

Luke Wolken • 712-579-2775

Radon is the 2nd leading cause of lung cancer.

Call today to visit with the radon "problem 
solvers."

Stroeher Radon
TESTING & MITIGATION

Specializing in Radon 
TeSTing & miTigaTion.

Harlan, ia
www.radonsafehomes.com 

email: lukewolken@gmail.com



Bathrooms can benefit from updates that im-
prove their form and function. While styles and 
color patterns may inspire bathroom renova-
tions, improvements to safety also should be 
considered.

Bathrooms can be one of the most danger-
ous rooms in a house. Bath and shower areas 
account for about two-thirds of accidental inju-
ries in these spaces. Many other injuries involve 
the toilet. In 2008, a thorough investigation of 
bathroom dangers conducted by the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention found that mis-
haps near the bathtub, shower, toilet, and sink 
caused an estimated 234,094 nonfatal injuries in 
the United States among people aged 15 years 
and older. 

Seniors are particularly vulnerable in the bath-
room due to reduced mobility and flexibility, 
visual impairment and other factors. However, 
some key modifications can make bathrooms 
much safer for aging populations.

• Raised toilet seat: Install an ADA-compli-
ant raised toilet seat. Standard toilet seats are 
roughly 15 inches high, but elevated seats can 

raise the bowl an additional two to four inches. 
Another option is to invest in risers that can be 
attached to an existing toilet.

• Grab bars: Seniors may use towel holders 
as grab bars, which don’t have stability and can 
dislodge from the wall. Install secured side grip 
bars by the toilet and inside the shower to make 
maneuvering easier.

• Water temperature: Seniors may be vulner-
able to hot water temperatures. Lower the wa-
ter temperature setting on the hot water heater. 
StaySafe.org recommends 120 F.

• Faucets: Change faucet handles to paddle-
style handles rather than knobs. Knobs can be 
challenging to grip for those with arthritis in 
their hands. Also, handles that are easier for se-
niors to use can reduce the risk of the elderly 
losing their balance as they attempt to gain le-
verage to turn the water on and off.

• Nonslip mats: Nonslip mats or tape strips 
can be used in showers and tub bottoms, as well 
as outside of the shower to reduce the risk of 
slips and falls. Rugs should have rubberized, 
slip-resistant backing. 

• Rounded corners: Choose counters and fix-
tures with rounded corners. Should a senior 
fall against something, the rounded corner 
may prevent serious injury.

• Shower benches and transfer seats: Benches 
and transfer seats make it easier getting in and 
out of the shower. Also, sitting while shower-
ing reduces the risk of becoming light-headed 
or losing balance.

• Walk-in tubs/showers: Minimizing the 
threshold to the shower or bathtub is an impor-
tant safety feature. Some manufacturers make 
walk-in tubs with doors that secure and make 
watertight seals. Showers that don’t have a lip 
or tub to scale also are better for seniors.

• Lighting: Eyesight weakens over time, so 
improve lighting with combinations of over-
head lighting and softer side lighting. Night 
lights or soft-glowing toilet lights can make it 
easier to get around the bathroom in the middle 
of the night.

These are just some improvements that can 
create safer bathroom environments for se-
niors.  

Upgrade bathroom safety features
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Bonsall Gift 
Cards Available

From large to 
small Appliances 
& TV's we have all 
the things that will 
make your home 
more livable.

Make your house homier!

Hours: Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Sat. 8 a.m. to Noon

Bonsall Gift Cards 
Available

Make your house homier!
From large 
to small 
Appliances & 
TV's we have 
all the things 
that will make 
your home 
more livable.

Make your house homier!Make your house homier!Make your house homier!
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more livable.

Make your house homier!Make your house homier!Make your house homier!

If the kitchen is the heart of the home, then the dining room may be akin 
to one of its arteries. The mood created in the kitchen spreads to the din-
ing space where family and friends gather to eat and enjoy one another’s 
company.

Dining rooms can get lost in the home renovation shuffle, as many home-
owners tend to focus on renovating kitchens and bathrooms instead. Home-
owners do not have to invest a lot of money in renovations to give their 
dining spaces awe-inspiring makeovers. Here’s how to do so on a budget.

• Lighten and brighten. Dining rooms were once very formal spaces. Dark 
woods, large pieces of furniture, over-the-top chandeliers, and other details 
could be found in many homes. But now that houses are being built with 
open floor plans, dining rooms can blend with other spaces, which have 
moved to lighter colored walls, flooring and furniture. A fresh coat of vi-
brant paint can work wonders and it doesn’t cost much. If you can’t remove 
a floor, cover it with a brightly colored area rug.

• Switch things up with slipcovers. Slipcovers can be changed each season 
to dramatically alter the look of a dining room for little investment. Slip 
covers also protect chairs and can be easily laundered after spills.

• Add floating shelving. Floating shelves provide much-needed storage or 
display space without the need to invest in another piece of furniture. De-
pending on the shelving, they can work in modern design schemes or even 
farmhouse dining spaces.

• Clear out the clutter. It might be time to say “so long” to that large curio 
cabinet and the knickknacks within it. Curio and china cabinets used to 
be de rigueur, but plenty of people now prefer more open and airy dining 
rooms. For those who want to keep the cabinet, try decluttering inside to 
only include the very best display pieces and see if the cabinet can be refin-
ished with paint or a lightly colored stain.

• Improve lighting. Make the chandelier the statement piece of the space. 
Go for a bold color or an innovative design. Then add accessories through-
out the space that coordinate with the chandelier.

• Add bench seating. Those who need additional seating may not have to 
get entirely new furniture. Swap out some chairs for benches, which can fit 
a couple more guests than chairs.

• Create depth with color. HGTV says that using various shades of the 
same color in a space can add depth. Coordinate drapes, walls, seat fabrics, 
and accessories for a cohesive design.

Renovating a dining room doesn’t require a large investment of time and 

money. A few simple steps can give dining spaces a whole new feel without 
busting homeowners’ budgets.  

Budget-friendly dining room renovation ideas



Gardening is a rewarding hobby that has been linked to health benefits 
like reduced stress and improved mental well-being. Gardening also can 
lead to an inviting home landscape full of attractive blooms and/or deli-
cious foods.

Backyard gardens have long been planted after clearing a plot of land, 
tilling and amending the soil, and planting rows of favorite crops. How-
ever, gardening can be less labor-intensive and even more successful when 
people consider the many benefits of container gardening.

What is container gardening?
As its name implies, container gardening is growing plants inside of con-

tainers. These containers can be flower pots, rectangular deck boxes or 
even large raised garden beds. 

Pros to container gardening
One of the advantages of container gardening is that plants can be moved 

in and out of sunlight to ensure the right growing conditions. This isn’t as 
easily achieved when gardens are stationary. Also, beginner gardeners may 
be more able to control soil conditions inside of a small container rather 
than a vast ground-based garden, which will require a good deal of manual 
labor. Pots and boxes also can be grouped together to create eye-popping 
displays, usually at lower costs than the sheer volume of plants that would 
be needed to fill out an expansive landscape.

Cons to container gardening
Container garden plants will not have direct access to the ground, so 

they need gardeners to create the ideal growing conditions. Developing the 
right care formula can be challenging. The home and garden resource The 
Spruce says that drainage is an important factor in container gardening, 
and most containers do not offer enough drainage holes. If water cannot 
escape the soil, the roots of the plants can rot and die. It’s not enough to 
add stones or gravel to the bottom of containers. Drill additional holes in 
the bottom (1⁄2-inch in diameter for small or medium-sized pots; one inch 
in diameter for larger pots). Also, be sure to check on soil moisture so that 
watering can be adjusted. During hot stretches, plants may need to be wa-
tered more frequently.

Plan for plants that play well
Grouping plants together can create visually stunning combinations. 

However, it is important to choose plants that require the same amount of 
light and moisture. Look at plant tags when visiting the garden center and 
select complementary plants, or ask a store employee. Mixing different 
plant shapes, colors and leaf textures, as well as plants of various heights, 
can help containers look filled out. 

Feed plants accordingly
Plants need nutrition to thrive in containers. Quality potting mixes will 

contain fertilizers, but nutrition will wane over time. Every couple of 
weeks, container plants will need either fresh potting mix or granular fer-
tilizer added to feed them. Oregon State University Extension Services 
suggests using a slow-release fertilizer or worm castings several times 
throughout the season.

Container gardening is a great way to add plants to smaller patios, reduce 
the workload involved in maintaining expansive gardens, and customize 
conditions for optimal growth.

The basics of container gardening

2022 SPRING
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT!
· FIX IT!

· PAINT IT!
· IMPROVE IT!

·
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NELSON FARM SUPPLY Hwy. 44 E., Harlan
712-755-3115 • 800-772-6184

nelsonfarmsupply.com

Bucket Lift
32.5’
reach

Bucket LiftBucket LiftBucket LiftBucket LiftBucket LiftBucket LiftBucket LiftBucket LiftBucket LiftBucket Lift

Need equipment for a 
Project?

GEHL
RS6-34

Telehandler
*basket &

truss boom
available

OUTDOOR POWER EQUIPMENT CENTER!

MyRIDE® TimeCutter® 
HD Zero Turn Mower
with MyRIDE® Suspension System

• MyRIDE® Suspension System – suspended 
operator platform with adjustable rear shocks for 
maximum comfort

• 24.5 hp* Toro® Commercial V-Twin 708cc Engine 
with Self-Cleaning Air Filter Housing

• 60” fabricated deck with Grade 50 high-strength 
10-gauge steel

• Commercial-grade HG-ZT3100 transmissions

NELSON FARM SUPPLY
HWY. 44 EAST • HARLAN, IA • (712) 755-3115 • 1-800-772-6184

Your New Home For

Battery 
Powered Tools!

Rent It 
Here!

Mini Excavator, Skidloader 
& Trackloader

Rental also available.
Call for 
details.
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