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Salute to Agriculture

Learn more on page 3

WE SALUTE OUR AREA PRODUCERS ON A JOB WELL DONE!

Our 15th year!

SHELBY CO. Century Farm - 1909 - pictured (l-r) Kris Melcher, Dennis & Janet 
Thomsen, and Michelle Leinen, for the farm located at 725 Timber Rd., Harlan.

Steven P. Kock, AFM
Real Estate Broker, Iowa & Nebraska

Certi�ed General Appraiser, Iowa
Harlan, Iowa

712-579-1071   800-850-8091   skock@msbna.com

Personalized Farm Management Services 
to Meet the Owner’s Goals & Objectives

Professional Farm Management
Real Estate Sales & Acquisitions

Certi�ed Real Estate Appraisals
27 Years of Farm Management 
and Real Estate Experience

SOLD 12,271 ACRES of 
FARMLAnD in the last 
6 years on a steady market!
Prices ranged from $1,900 - $12,500 acre

Once Again The  “Auction Method” Works!!
	 AUCTION METHOD -	 Iowa	State	extension	 farm	mgmt.	had	 this	 to	 say	about	
the	auction	method	and	why	land	values	spiked	over	32%	in	2011.	“One	of	the	dif-
ferences	is	in	the	use	of	auctions;	respondents	noted	what	appears	to	be	a	rapid	
increase	in	the	use	of	this	method	of	sale.”
	 Analysis	 of	 sales	 data	 shows	 an	 increase	 in	 price	 by	 using	 an	 auction.	 As	 one	
respondent	said,	“economics	may	get	the	person	to	the	auction	but	emotion	often	
leads	to	the	purchase.”
FARM MANAGEMENT - Negotiation	of	cash	rent	leases	&	conservation	practices.	
BOOKING LAND AUCTIONS - 	The	demand	for	land	continues.	Buyers	include	lo-

cal	farmers,	investors	and	hunters.	If	contemplating	selling	consider	the	auction	
method.	It	is	the	best	example	of	true	price	discovery.	It	brings	all	the	buyers	to	
the	table	and	lets	them	compete	for	your	land.

www.randypryorauctioneer.com

428 Walker St. 
Woodbine, IA 51579

Cell 712-644-7610
Office 712-647-2741

Once Again The “Auction 
Method” Works!!

Previous Record Land Sales by Randy Pryor
Shelby County Farm Ground - Feb. 2011 - $8,900

Harrison County Farm Ground - Jan. 2012 - $12,500
Pottawattamie County Hill Ground - Sept. 2013 - $11,500

Shelby County Farm Ground - Jan. 2019 - $11,300 (csr 81.1)

 EARLING - Earling’s 
Steve Kenkel saw his life’s 
collection of  one-of-a-kind 
hybrid corn farm equipment 
and collectibles go, by way of  
an auction after 21 years of  
collecting.  Buyers, collectors 
and historians from 19 states 
attended the event with over-
all attendance reaching 180 
bidders each day.
 Kenkel said, “The sale 
exceeded my expectations 
and I am very pleased that 
the majority of  my museum 
displays and equipment will 
remain in four ag museums 
around the country (North 
Carolina, Kansas, Chicago 
and Iowa).”
 “We had great weather on 
Friday, September 13 with 
Saturday, September 14 
something to be desired. I 
can’t say enough great things 
about our auctioneering 
teams. They did a fabulous 
job of  advertising around the 
country and the majority of  
those attending were collec-
tors’”
 Iowa Ag Radio’s, Ken Root, 
who attended the two-day 
auction, said Kenkel’s sale 
was the largest collection of  
restored corn and planter 
items spanning 150 years to 
ever be o� ered at a public 
auction in the U.S.

KENKEL’S 
COLLECTION

 Kenkel has lived on a fi ve-
generation Century Farm 
his entire life. In three build-
ings on his property he has 
amassed a collection of  
equipment, advertising signs 
and seed corn sacks that doc-
ument the transition from 
traditional hand or horse-
drawn equipment through 

the arrival of  hybrid seed 
corn into the mid-20th centu-
ry’s gas and diesel-powered 
tractors.
 Smithsonian, John Deere, 
DuPont, Monsanto, Iowa 

donating some of  his one-of-
a-kind mementos. Each re-
ceived the items best suited 
for continuing education.
 Kenkel also o� ered a few 
of  those same companies 
and institutions  his entire 
collection, but space and the 
likelihood of  requiring them 
to build a separate building 
was the deal breaker in mov-
ing forward.
 Hopes to parlay his private 
collection into a county or 
regional discovery center 
that would have included 
educational aspects and per-
haps job training opportu-
nities for many individuals 

End of an era for collection that Kenkel began 21 years ago

Two-day auction comes to close for 
Hybrid Corn Pioneer Museum

 EARLING - Earling’s Steve Kenkel saw his life’s collection of one-
of-kind hybrid corn farm equipment and collectibles go the way of an 
auction after an estimated 21 years of collecting. Buyers, collectors 
and historians from 19 states attended the event with overall atten-
dance reaching 180 bidders each day. Above, Kenkel visits with a pro-
spective buyer about his collection. . Photo by  Brian Taylor

 Kenkel said of the sale, “The sale exceeded my expectations 
and I am very pleased that the majority of my museum displays 
and equipment went to four ag museums around the country in 
North Carolina, Kansas, Iowa and Chicago.” photo by Mary Neron

State Fair, Shelby Co. His-
torical Museum, Iowa State 
University were among a 
few of  the ag companies and 
historical institutions that 
reached out to Kenkel about 

Continued on page 4

• Area families garner Century Farm honors
• Bill & Rita Hammitt, Portsmouth, honor pioneer family
• Manilla’s Josh Linde � nalist for Pig Farmer of the Year
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www.FarmersNational.com
Real Estate Sales • Auctions • Farm and Ranch Management 

Appraisal • Insurance • Consultation • Oil and Gas Management 
Forest Resource Management • National Hunting Leases • FNC Ag Stock

Providing proactive farm management 
and assistance with buying and selling land.

 (712) 243-4278 or (515) 835-1706
PO Box 166 • Atlantic, Iowa 50022

CFreund@FarmersNational.com • www.FarmersNational.com/ClintFreund

Contact Clint for all 
of your landowner needs:

Clint Freund, AFM 
Senior Farm Manager 

Real Estate Sales

Call today for more information!
#porktober

Harlan, Iowa
(712) 755-2166
800-234-5122

www.nvrec.com

Not pictured: Century Farms - 1903  - 
Lanny & Monica Newland, 3059 Rice Road, Persia. 

Brand • Products

755-2027 • 111 Cyclone Ave. •  Harlan

This message is funded by the 
Shelby County Pork Producers and the Pork Checkoff.

Put it on the Plate.

October is National Pork Month and Iowa’s pig farmers 
want you to put it on the plate!

You can’t go wrong with pork. It’s lean, low in fat, packed 
with important nutrients and is a heart-healthy protein.

Iowa’s hog farmers take great pride in humanely and 
ethically raising quality pork and invite you to try some today!

 The Iowa Century Farm and Heritage Farm Awards were presented at the 
Century/Heritage stage at the Iowa State Fairgrounds. 
 Century Farm awards recognize farms (40 acres or more) that have been in 
the same family for 100 years and Heritage Farms awards recognize farms that 
have been owned by the same family for 150 years.
 Awards are given from the Iowa Department of  Agriculture and Land Stew-
ardship in conjunction with the Iowa Farm Bureau Federation
 Shelby County has garnered 234 Century Farm honorees and one 150-year 
Heritage Farm honoree.

MANILLA Century Farm - 1919 - Larry & Lillian Justice family, 3497 W Avenue, Manilla.

SHELBY CO. Century Farm - 1882 -  pictured from l-r, Ron & 
Kathy Block; Becky & Larry Eskov, Katie Eskov Esslinger 

and her children.Century Farm  honors area families
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1 STOP • 3 BRANDS

“Your Automotive 
Super Store”

2101 23rd St. (Hwy 59) • Harlan, IA • 712-755-2116
1-800-234-4927 • www.keastautocenter.com

Open 7:30 am Everyday!
Mon. & Thurs. Eve ‘til 8 pm. Saturdays ‘til 4 pm!

KEASTKEAST AUTO
CENTER

Gilburt Ahrenholtz 

712-579-1816

ToTal 
ConTraCTing

free estimates!

Commercial & Residential 
Steel Roofs, Soffits and Gutters.
• Standing Seam Roofs featuring hidden fasteners 

for a smooth, clean appearance.
• Windows • Doors • Siding • Garage Doors
• Concrete • Decks • Garages • Sheds • New & Remodel

Now Buying Direct 
for Greater savings & 
immediate access!

• Save $$$  • Save Time!

ToTal ConTraCTing

Andy Ahrenholtz

712-790-aNDY

1101 Chatburn Ave., Harlan, IA • gilburt@hotmail.com

storage space 
available soon!

Affordable rates for your boat, camper, trailer, classic car, 
collectibles, anything that won’t fit in your garage or shed!

• Variety of sizes available.
• Private, secure space or community space
• Indoor space, climate controlled and concrete floor
• Outdoor space, fenced with hard surface

Call to discuss YOUr needs today!

For all your roofing and 
general contracting needs.
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POTTAWATTAMIE COUNTY Century Farm - 1918 - Donald & Cindy Hansen 
family, 31506 430th Street, Avoca.

POTTAWATTAMIE COUNTY Century Farm - 1916 - 
Elise D Watts family, 29940 Juniper Road, Neola.

Annual protective step should be taken now

DES MOINES  – Oct. 8, 2019 – As we move 
into fall, there are many on-farm tasks that 
need to be adjusted, such as ventilation and 
rodent control. One practice that needs to 
be added to the list is infl uenza protection, 
specifi cally to prioritize fl u vaccinations for 
everyone working on a pig farm.
 “Everyone associated with the farm 
should be vaccinated whether they work di-
rectly with pigs or not,” said Heather Fowler, DVM, director of  producer and public health for the 
Pork Checko� . “That is the best thing producers can do to protect their families, co-workers and 
pigs from the fl u.”
 In fact, a seasonal fl u vaccination is a public health recommendation and part of  the One 
Health approach to protect people, pigs and the global environ-
ment. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
recommends that everyone 6 months of  age or older be vacci-
nated annually against seasonal infl uenza. The seasonal infl u-
enza vaccine is available now, so people should be vaccinated as 
soon as possible to prompt their immune system to prepare for 
fl u season, which typically stretches from October to May.
 “Equally important, farms need to have sick-leave policies in 
place that encourage workers to stay home if  they are su� ering 
from fl u-like like respiratory symptoms,” Fowler said. “While 
it’s especially important to stay o�  the farm, people need to stay 
away from public places and take time to rest and recover. This 
will help shorten the duration and impact of  the infection.”
 “People with active infections can be contagious for several 
days,” Fowler said. “They should not return to work for at least 
24 hours after their fever breaks without using a fever-reducing 
medication.”
 Other on-farm practices should receive extra attention this 
time of  year, including reviewing the Pork Quality Assuance® 
Plus (PQA Plus®) section that addresses infl uenza. Here are a 
few critical steps:
• Animal caretakers should wash their hands and arms fre-

quently with soap and water. Keep hands away from mouth, 
nose and eyes.

• Monitor animal health daily and contact the herd veterinar-
ian immediately if  infl uenza is suspected. A rapid response is 
helpful when treating sick pigs and may also minimize losses 
and further spread.

• Maintain proper building ventilation and barn hygiene to help 
reduce infl uenza virus transmission.

• Ensure bird and rodent control programs are well established.
• Do not allow anyone with fl u-like symptoms to enter the fa-

cility, and ask visitors about recent contact with others who 
may have been ill.

• Restrict eating in animal areas.
 “The good news is that seasonal fl u vaccinations are widely 
available today, including convenient options, such as a quick 
stop at the local pharmacy or clinic,” Fowler said. 

Prioritize Flu Vaccinations 
to Protect People and Pigs
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Erv Pauley & Sons, owners & operators • Barn 263-3149

SALE EVERY SATURDAY
Hogs 8:30 am • Misc. 9 a.m.
Sheep 9 am • Cows 11 am
Followed by Feeder Cattle
WWW. DENISON LIVESTOCK.COM

JR Pauley 269-7777  •  Tom Pauley 263-0224  •  Ben Pauley 269-6846
Dave Vanness 265-1189  •   Randy Pryor 644-7610 • Jared Muhlbauer 269-7729

Rowland Burton
State Certified General Real Property Appraiser

2144 1900th Street 
Irwin, IA 51446

Phone 
712-782-3203

took a di�  cult turn. Five years of  bi-weekly meetings with 
seven other dedicated and devoted Shelby County leaders 
went by the wayside as all their hard work did not materialize.
 “I never did any of  this to make money or sell anything,” he 
said. “That’s why it’s a little hard to see it go.” In 2014 Kenkel’s 
life was turned upside down when his late wife, Nadine, died 
from Ovarian cancer which she had been battling for the prior 
four and half  years.   
 He made a promise to his two children that he wouldn’t hang 
onto everything forever and would within fi ve years create a 
plan on how to provide a home for his one-of-a-kind collection. 
He was more than pleased that a vast majority of  his collec-
tion would up in museums across the country.
 His collection has been featured in nearly a dozen regional 
and national ag publications, newspapers, radio stations as 
well as being featured on RFD-TV’s Small Town Big TV show 
in 2016.
 One of  the museums actually purchased two semi-loads of  
historical items from the sale.  One of  those museum employ-
ees told Kenkel this was the fi rst time they had ever purchased 
“restored” equipment and said they told the owner this was a 
testament to his diligence in doing the restoration properly.
 As a lifelong collector, he said he’s certain he’ll fi nd some-
thing else to focus on. He also made a second promise to his 
children, “whatever I collect now, you’re going to be able to 
put in a suitcase.” “One thing I did keep is my bullet pencil 
collection which could easily fi t thousands of  pencils in a suit-
case and not several buildings.”

HISTORICAL ROOTS
 Over the years, Kenkel has immaculately restored pre-1900 
wooden planters and other equipment.  He’s collected seed 
corn sacks and signs from Shelby County and national com-
panies more than he knew ever existed.
 “I found 18 seed corn mom and pop companies that started 
in Shelby County, more than any county in the U.S.,” he said. 
“So when I started collecting sacks it became a nationwide 
search collecting around 2000 corn sacks.
 Kenkel traced the invention of  hybrid corn back to 1926 to 
Dr. Alva Wilson and Wilson Hybrids of  Harlan. Kenkel said 
Wilson was one of  the fi rst seed corn pioneers, but others 
would soon follow.

TWO-DAY SALE
 The massive two-day sale was at the site of  the nation’s only 
Hybrid Corn Pioneer Museum in Earling. The sale which last-
ed for 10 hours with just a little more than 1,000 pieces sold 
was auctioned o�  by the auctioneers Chupp Brothers from In-
diana teaming with Harlan’s Osborn Auction.
 Some of  the most rarest items sold included: 9 horse-drawn 
2 - row 2-person drop planters dated between 1860 - 1880’s, a 
collection of  horse-drawn check wire planters, more than 250 
seed corn advertising signs and more than 150 rare seed corn 
bags.

HOW DID IT START?
 Kenkel remembers one year around Christmas his mom 
asked him to go into the attic to retrieve some decorations. 

While looking for the items, he spied three old corn seed sacks, 
that, Kenkel said, was the start of  his “addiction”.
 Kenkel began collecting the bushel cotton cloth sacks, 
which led him on a mission and an educational adventure.
 “I collected a majority of  my sacks going door-to-door, farm-
house to farmhouse.  Family members would say they didn’t 
know of  any, but when I asked if  they would check with their 
parents or grandparents, one always popped up.”
 “I didn’t realize what an impact these corn producers and 
seed corn pioneers had on the industry until I began research-
ing it. I found I grew up right in the middle of  it 
all!”
 Shelby County was the hybrid corn capital of  
Iowa from the 1920’s through the 1960’s - Kenkel 
still has his 36 original Shelby County seed corn 
sack display all documented in his Kernels of  
Corn History Book. The search led to a discov-
ery the Earling farmer wanted to share with his 
fellow Shelby County residents and anyone else 
who cared to learn.
 “The project really snowballed,” Kenkel said. 
His passion and knowledge of  hybrid seed corn 
grew to an every other year two-day corn expo 
on his farm.  Attendees included former Iowa 
Governor Terry Branstad, current Governor 
Kim Reynolds, and Iowa’s U.S. Deputy Secretary 
of  Agriculture Bill Northey.  His museum was 
also opened from June 1 through Sept 1 by ap-
pointment.

BOOK AUTHOR
 Kenkel wrote a must have 160 page collectors 
book, “Kernels of  Corn HIstory”, a brief  histo-
ry of  18 Iowa Hybrid Corn companies in Shelby 
County.  Corn farming implements and his one-
of-a Corn Museum in Earling were among a few 
highlights. 
 The book also outlined the signifi cance of  corn 
to Iowa’s agricultural history and how hybrid 
corn revolutionized American agriculture. Time 
magazine called hybrid corn “one of  mankind’s 
greatest achievements” over the last 1,000 years 
right next to the invention of  electricity and the 
airplane.
 Kenkel said in the early 1930s, hybrid corn seed 
proved to be far superior to the open pollinated 
varieties farmers had been planting. He said 
corn production continued to rise, and between 
1930 and 1969, average yields increased a stagger-
ing 181%. 
 That explains the relatively large number of  
companies that sprang up in Shelby County, one 
of  the state’s top corn-producing counties. “The 
seed was sold in one-bushel, cotton cloth 
sack with the name of  the individual or 
the seed corn company on the bag. Many 
of  the sacks had brightly colored adver-

tising logos, slogans or pictures.”
 He tells that history in his book, which pays tribute to the 
industry and the Shelby County corn pioneers who made it. 
The book remains a legacy to his collection and is available on 
Amazon, at Farmers Trust & Savings Bank (Earling, Harlan, 
Woodbine): and from Kenkel personally.
 All proceeds go to Ovarian Cancer Research, the Colleen’s 
Dream Foundation in honor of  his late wife.

 Buyers, collectors and historians from 19 states attended the event with 
overall attendance reaching 180 bidders each day of the two-day sale.

by Brian Taylor

Two-day auction comes to close for Hybrid Corn Pioneer Museum
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Continued from page 1

Greater Protection.
Better Service.

Lower coSt.
The Prudent Farmer
Buys Insurance…the
Careful Farmer buys

County Mutual Insurance!

Hazards such as fire and storms can spell disaster 
on the farm. Be covered by your local 

County Mutual Insurance.
• Fire & Lightning
• Hail
• Windstorm Protection
• Electrocution

• New Comprehensive 
Coverage on Large 
Machinery

• Collision

• Overturn of Machinery
• Smoke and Explosion
• Theft
• Aircraft and Vehicles

For Over 132 Years, We’ve Been Proud
To Serve Our Area Livestock & Crop Producers!

SHelBy County FarMerS
Mutual InSuranCe aSS’n.

Founded In 1887.
Rick Rasmussen, Manager/Agent • Lori Baughman, Agent

Phone 755-3171 • 877-755-3171 • 1117 7th St., Harlan, IA

Portsmouth

Shelby

farm service cooperative

Congratulations to the 
area Pork Producers

We recognize the contribution of pork producers 
to our agri-business economy and to the 

nutritional well-being of families throughout America.
We are ready for your 

corn and soybeans in our 
Harlan and Denison locations!

We take all moisture levels of corn.

Make

Feeds a Part of your
Pork oPErATIoN.
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NELSON FARM SUPPLY

• Very short turning radius
• Torsion Bar suspension for superior handling
and reduction of stress to box & frame
• 30 degree side pitch and 40 degree end pitch
provide excellent grain unloading
• Standard 4 wheel brakes on 650 model and
2 wheel brakes on 450 & 550 models

Grain Carts & Gravity Flow waGons

• Torsion Bar suspension for superior handling

• 30 degree side pitch and 40 degree end pitch

Doing Our Best to Provide You the Best!
www.demco-products.com                    Grain Carts

• Models Available: 550, 650, 750, 850, 
    1050, & 1400.
• Length of auger & corner design provides 
    superior visibility for the cart.
• Ultra Flyte auger flighting extends auger life.    
• Slopes provide outstanding grain flow & clean out.

800-543-3626

• Corner auger design and auger length provide
the operator superior visibility
• POSI-Drive Auger Connection Eliminates  
Wear, Shock, & Noise when engaging
• Excellent Clean-Out
• Adjustable Spout Rotates 100 degrees
• UltraFlyte™ auger flighting provides longer
auger life and faster conveying
Gravity Flow waGons

Grain Carts

BOYDEN, IA

1410 Hwy. 44 E., Harlan
712-755-3115 • 800-772-6184

hogs on 
concrete

Stowe
RedeMix

Harlan, Ia • 712-755-5722www.facebook.com/ShelbyCountyFarmBureau

Mission:
To create a vibrant future 

for agriculture, 
farm families 

and their communities.

West of Portsmouth on Hwy 44 - 

Restoring peaceful prairie 
on a pioneer resting place

Rita and Bill Hammitt, right and second to right, visit with Luana Harman, left, and her 
daughter Pagie Harman. The Hammitts, with the help of the local 4-H’ers, restored 
prairie on a piece of their Harrison County farm that had once been a pioneer cemetery. 

Photo by Gary Fandel

By Terri Queck-Matzie
Courtesy of the Iowa Farm Bureau Spokesman

published in the Fall of 2017

  At the foot of  the Loess Hills, in Harrison County, 
lies Uriah Hawkins. And thanks to the work of  Rita and Bill 
Hammitt, local 4-H groups and others, the burial site lies in 
peaceful prairie.

An early settler in the area, Hawkins died Sept. 29, 1869, 
at the age of  69 years and one day, and was buried in what is 
assumed to be a family plot. 

Also engraved on the two remaining stones are the names 
of  his wife, Lydia, daughters Emma and Esther, and a hand-
ful of  others, whose exact relation to Hawkins is unknown.

The two aged stones sit next to each other, surrounded 
by a white picket fence, atop a rise overlooking the Western 
Skies Scenic Byway of  state Highway 44 just west of  Ports-
mouth.

That’s all that is known of  the Hawkins family. Anyone 
who once knew of  them is long gone from the area. Someone 
puts fl owers there now and then, Rumor is there may be de-
cendants in California.

The site holds a special fascination for Rita Hammitt, who 
lives only a few miles away. In 1995, she had a serious car 
accident there and ended up in a ravine across the road. She 
miraculously survived, and the experience left her with a 
spiritual bond to the area.

At the time the stones and fence were in disrepair, so Rita 
and her father took it upon themselves to repair and paint 
the fence and maintain the small burial plot. In 1997, Rita 
and her husband Bill had a chance to purchase the property, 
and Rita continued her faithful mission of  respect.

New discoveries
In 2014, the Iowa Department of  Transportation was plan-

ning work on Highway 44 when a discovery was made. The 
state archeologist brought in to survey the area used special-
ized equipment to scan for remains, placing a fl ag for each 
fi nding.

The entire area around the graves was dotted with fl ags,” 
says Bill Hammitt, a Harrison County Farm Bureau mem-
ber. “I’d been farming that land for 20 years and had no idea 
there were bodies there.”

Estimates put as many as 20 to 30 graves at the site. Time, 
weather and prairie fi res have destroyed what in many cases 
may have been markers made of  wood.

Not only is it unknown how many people are buried there, 
but there is no idea who they are, or how long they have been 
there.

The dates on the existing stones range from 1864 to 1888, 
and it’s easy to assume the others are from the same era. But 
an 1885 plat of  the area shows Ellison Cemetery, still in exis-
tence, just mile away with no record of  this one.

The area, of  course, was once populated by native Ameri-
cans, the Mormons passed through on their epic trek west-
ward, and ancient burial grounds have been found in west-
ern Iowa.

But the identifi cation of  the remains mattered little to Bill 
and Rita when they decided to take the care of  land out of  
production. “There was just no way I could continue to farm 
it,” says Bill.

Restoring prairie
Bill and Rita wanted to preserve the site, but they also 

wanted it to have a useful purpose. Avowed conservationists, 
the Hammits have fi ve acres of  wildfl owers on their property 
to attract pollinators. That seemed a likely prospect for this 
land as well.

Through their local Farm Service Agency o�  ce, they 
tapped into the CRP Pollinator Habitat Initiative. The pro-
gram provides annual rental payments and cost share for 
establishing the plot. Most of  the rules of  general CRP par-
ticipation apply, wit a 10-year contract.

Seeding mixtures generally require at least nine species 
of  pollinator-friendly wildfl owers, legumes and shrubs. 
Grasses must be native varieties. Plots must be at least a half  
acre.

Bill says it was easy to get started.
He began seeding the wildfl owers with a hand seeder, 

but quickly realized the planting was too generous, so he 
switched to scattering the seed by hand. He then drove over 
the area with his dual-wheeled tractor to lightly pack the 
seeding.

“I’m sure the neighbors wondered what I was doing out 
there, driving back and forth,” he laughs, “But it worked.”

The fi rst year he mowed the acre three times. This year, as 
blooms appeared, he only mowed the fencerow.

It didn’t take long for the Hammitts’ e� ors to catch the eye 
of  the Persia Satellites 4-H Club. They wanted to help.

4-H assistance
“For one thing, I wanted the kids to learn it takes work to 

start and maintain the prairie,” says Luana Harman, leader 
for the 4-H club.

The 22-member club be-
gan helping weed the patch, 
learning about the various 
plants growing there. “We 
cut out a lot of  marestail,” 
says club member Paige 
Harman, who with an eye on 
a career in forensic archeol-
ogy has a particular inter-
est in the project. “It was 
amazing they found so many 
bodies there. it gave us a fas-
cinating chance to help pre-
serve history.”

The club that regularly 
engages the community 
through food drives, holiday 
bell ringing and an annual 
fi remen’s breakfast seized 
the opportunity. They would 
build a fence around the 
land.

The 4-H’ers’ raised $450 
serving a dinner at the Unit-
ed Poultry Fanciers show in 
nearby Avoca, then matched 
the funds with a $500 grant 
from DuPont Pioneer.

The $950 bought supplies 
and the kids provided the 
labor to build the fence. A 
grandfather of  a club mem-
ber joined in with his tractor 
and post-driver to help the 
cause.

A sign created by Iowa 
Prison Industries and pur-
chased by the Hammitts now 
proudly proclaims the site 
the Hawkins Pioneer Cem-
etery.

The 4-H club is dedicated 
to continued involvement 
in the cemetery. They will 
paint the white picket fence 
as needed and help to keep 
the weeds under control.

Attracting monarchs
Prairie burns will be re-

quired every three to four 
years, and plans are to frost-
seed milkweeds this winter 
to further enhance the at-
traction to monarchs and 
other butterfl ies.

The area is in the path of  
the annual monarch migra-
tion, and the butterfl ies are 
fi nding it a welcome treat 
along their journey.

When Uriah Hawkins 

settled in Harrison County 
in the mid 1800s, he could 
not have possibly foreseen 
the convergence of  forces he 
would inspire.

“We wanted to turn the 
land back to prairie like it 
was when they were buried, 
and create a place for polli-

nators to thrive and continue 
the area farmland’s produc-
tivity into the future,” says 
Rita. “And we wanted to 
show respect for those bur-
ied there. Hopefully their 
spirits can now be at rest.”

“What we really need is 
a small herd of  cattle to eat 

the prairie into the ground 
and provide fertilizer,” says 
Bill Hammitt of  his patch 
of  CRP Pollinator Initiative 
ground. “That’s how the 
prairie thrived when it was 
managed by bison.”

Editors Note: Hawkins, his wife and 
daughters are noted in the 1860 U.S. Census 
as living in Cass Twp., Harrison Co., Iowa.

The listing included the following:
Uriah Hacking, age 59, 
 Farmer, b. New York
Lydia Hawkins, age 45, b. New York
Emma Hawkins, age 16
Edward Hawkins, age 18
Mary Hawkins, age 14
Esther Hawkins, age 11
Uriah  Hawkins, age 9
Lydia Hawkins, age 6

 Hiram Hawkins, age 3 
 Uriah HAWKINS, next to the fi rst actual 
settler of  Harrison County, is deserving of  
a biographical notice in this connection, so 
we will invite the attention of  the reader to 
a little hamlet in New York State, where he 
was born September 27, 1800. 
 He was the son of  Edward and Charity 
(SHIPMAN) HAWKINS. Edward was a farm-
er; and came from New York to Missouri, 
and after roughing it for some time in that 
State, went to Illinois, and when eighty-nine 
years of  age in 1846, his son Uriah took him 
to Jackson County, Iowa, where he died Sep-
tember 16 of  that year.
 Uriah had come to Jackson County in 
1835, and July 10, 1847, he landed in Harri-
son County, and settled in what is now Cass 
Township, where he “squatted” on one hun-

dred and sixty acres of  land, which he subse-
quently paid the Government price of  $1.25 per 
acre for. 
 When he came to the county, he had a wife 
and fi ve children: Jane, who married William 
J. ELSEY, who died in 1863; Edward is now on 
the old homestead; Emma died on October, 
1863, and was buried on the farm in a private 
cemetery; Mary died in August, 1888, and is 
buried in the home cemetery; Esther married 
Adam CONRAD in Harrison County and died 
February, 1874. 
 Uriah HAWKINS was a poor man when 
he came to Harrison County, having two yoke 
of  oxen, two yoke of  cows, a yearling heifer, 
a wagon and a little household furniture, but 
at the time of  his death, September 29, 1869, 
he was in fair circumstances. He had been a 
member of  the Latter Day Saints Church for 36 
years. 
 Edward HAWKINS, the only son [note: he 
was not the only son, though he was the eldest] 
of  pioneer Uriah HAWKINS, was born in Jack-
son County, Iowa in 1841, and came to Har-
rison County with his parents in 1847. When 
twenty-seven years of  age, he left home and 
conducted a farm on his own 17 acres. ‘  
He was married in March, 1884, to Miss Lydia 
Ann Thorn THOMAS [note: the marriage re-
cord apparently says 1884, and gives her names 
as simply Lydia Thorn, no Thomas, a native of  
England, who came to America in 1883.

Internet search yields more 
information on the Hawkins family
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909 Chatburn, Harlan • (712) 755-3883
 www.knodfm.com

Music from the
60’s, 70’s and 80’s. 

Keep in Touch . . . Listen 
for Farm News Daily!

102 Main St. • Earling • (712) 747-2171

Owners
Craig & Kristina Brich

Earling Locker

 Inspiring young people to consider careers in pig farming is important to Linde, pic-
tured with his son, Nolan.  - Courtesy National Pork Board

 The National Pork Board selected four fi nalists vying to 
be named America’s Pig Farmer of  the Year.
 “The fi nalists do what’s best on their farms every day for 

people, pigs and the planet,” 
says National Pork Board 
President David Newman, a 
pig farmer representing Ar-
kansas. “The fi nalists also 
showcase how diverse family 
farming is today throughout 
the United States.”
     The National Pork Board 
fi nalist include: Doug Daw-
son, Delaware, OH; Chris 
Ho� man, McAlisterville, PA; 
Josh Linde, Manilla, IA and 
Thomas Titus, Elkhart, IL.
   To help select the winner, 
the four fi nalists met with an 
expert panel of  third-party 
judges in Chicago in late Au-

gust. The judges will view videos produced at the fi nalists’ 
farms and will interview each of  them.
 The public also could vote once a day per email address 
for their favorite fi nalist at AmericasPigFarmer.com. The 
winner, Chris Ho� man,  was announced last week, based on 
the judges’ scores and the online voting results.
 The program honors a U.S. pig farmer each year who ex-
cels at raising pigs following the We Care ethical principles 
and who is committed to sharing their farming story with 
the American public.

About the expert 
judging panel

 Members of  the fi ve-
member panel include 
Robin Ganzert, president 
and CEO of  American 
Humane; Jayson Lusk, 
department head and dis-
tinguished professor of  
Agricultural Economics at 
Purdue University; Kari Underly, a third-generation butch-
er, author and principal of  Range Inc., a meat marketing and 
education fi rm; Jessie Kreke, senior marketing manager at 
Culver’s Franchising System; and Patrick Bane, the 2018 
America’s Pig Farmer of  the Year.

Manilla’s Josh Linde
 “I was intrigued with pigs ever since I was a kid,” said 
Linde, who grew up on a farm north of  Westside, Iowa, where 
his father taught him animal care. “Working on the farm 
planted a seed in me of  what I wanted to do someday.”How do 
you succeed in pig farming? For Josh Linde, the strategy is 
straightforward: Be like a tree: Stay grounded. Connect with 
your roots. Turn over a new leaf. Keep growing.
 For Linde, that seed grew into a dream to build his own pig 
farm. First, however, he earned a college degree in construc-
tion and began building pig barns for a living. By 2007, Linde 
built his fi rst wean-to-fi nish barn for his own farm. “In 2008, 

Manilla’s Josh Linde - 
Growing Opportunities in Iowa www.pork.org

that barn opened the door to one of  the greatest opportuni-
ties as I joined The Maschho� s as a production partner,” said 
Linde, who launched a new career in 2009 as a junior fi eld 
advisor for the Illinois-based production company.
 Today, Linde owns a 2,400-head, wean-to-fi nish barn. He 
owns another 2,400-head barn and two 4,800-head, tunnel-
ventilated nurseries with his brother Travis, with their 
younger brother Markus working with them.

 “The We CareSM ethical 
principles ground us in 

our day-to-day care of pigs 
and our resources.”

…said Linde, who serves as general manager of  the Heart-
land Region for The Maschho� s, in addition to managing his 

own farm. “Food safety is always top of  my list. Raising pigs 
in a safe, stress-free environment allows us to provide the 
best quality pork to meet the world’s standards.”

Navigating Risks, Rewards
 Inspiring the next generation to consider careers in pig 
farming is important to Linde. “Pig farming is a proud, noble 
profession,” said Linde, who talks to third-grade students 
about where their food comes from and about job opportuni-
ties in their community. 
 He tells his farm’s story as only an entrepreneur can. “It’s 
a risk to jump in with both feet and say, ‘We’re going to do 
this for the rest of  our lives,’” Linde said. “But I told myself  
when I built my fi rst barn in 2007 that the only risk was me 
failing. People need to believe in themselves.”
 Article courtesy of  the Fall 2019 Pork Checko�  Report from 
the National Pork Board.
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Katie Petersen
1205 8th St., Harlan, IA 51537
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Brent Scheve
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CONGRATULATIONS TO SHELBY COUNTY’S BEEf PRODUCERS…THE AREA’S TOP PRODUCERS

FAREWAY’S FULL-SERVICE 
MEAT DEPARTMENT

Fresh Quality Meats, Friendly Personal service

Your FULL SERVICE Meat Counter
with a Meat Cutter on Duty Every Hour Our Store Is Open!

Meat Department 
Manager

Kevin Pitkin

USDA 
CHOICE 

BEEF

FRESH
 POULTRY

QUALITY
SMOKED

MEAT

FINEST 
PORK

Offering 
One of the 

Largest Meat 
Counters in 
Southwest 

Iowa!

All 
Natural 

Pork

Your FULL SERVICE Meat Counter
2018

Support the 
Shelby County 
Pork Producers

Magik kleener –  
an inexpensive alternative to the 
high cost of completing a process 
important to product quality.

Does the job efficiently with 
virtually

no operating expense!
Call us today for details.

magik 
kleener 

sales inc.
Farm & Commercial Grain Cleaning Products

2904 12th St. • Harlan, IA 51537
(712) 755-3871 • Fax 712-755-2668

Petersen Brothers
Feed & Grain

Grain Hauling 
and Storage

Grain Buying 
and Selling

949 Road M56 • Jacksonville, IA
(712) 799-4291

SorenSen equipment
Hwy. 59 • Harlan, Ia • 712-755-2455

www.sorensenequipment.com

Kinze mach till

What is Mach Till?
Hybrid Horizontal Tillage Tool
The NEW Kinze Mach Till is an ultra-versatile, hybrid 
horizontal tillage tool that combines the benefits of vertical 
tillage, conventional tillage and soil finishing tools into one 
machine. Running at speeds of 8 to 12 mph, Mach Till uses 
two rows of concave discs and an exclusive OTICO® furrow 
roller to fracture, lift, mix, break up, level and firm the soil.

2019

What you need to know 
about African Swine Flu

U.S. Pork Is Safe To Eat
 African swine fever (ASF) virus is a contagious viral 
disease impacting only pigs, not people, so it is not a public 
health threat or food safety concern. The World Organiza-
tion for Animal Health, of  which the U.S. is a member, con-
siders African swine fever to be a trade limiting foreign ani-
mal disease of  swine. 
 Countries with confi rmed cases are subject to interna-
tional trade restrictions aimed at reducing the risk of  intro-
duction of  the disease through trade. 
 The United States has never had a case of  African swine 
fever and there are strict animal health and import require-
ments enforced by USDA APHIS Veterinary Services, USDA 
APHIS Plant Protection and Quarantine and Customs and 
Border Protection to prevent entry into the United States. 
 There is a national response plan for African swine fever 
that has been developed by USDA Veterinary Services.

Can I still cook with pork?
 As a 5-time James Beard award nominee, Jose Mendin is 
an expert in serving delicious and safe pork. He wants con-
sumers everywhere to know that because African swine fe-
ver only impacts pigs – and not humans – there’s no need to 
stop cooking and eating pork. 
 ASF is not a food safety concern! Chef  Mendin takes the 
safety of  his customers and family very seriously and would 
never make food decisions that could harm anyone.

Is my family safe?
 Dr. Sharrett, a primary care physician from Ohio, says 
ASF does not a� ect humans and therefore is not a public 
health threat according to the U.S. Dept. of  Agriculture.
 Dr. Sharrett says it is important to know:
 • African swine fever is a viral disease impacting only 

pigs, not people - so it is not a public health threat.
 • ASF cannot be transmitted to humans through contact 

with pigs or pork.

Is ASF a public health threat?
 Dr. Ann Garvey, Iowa Public Health Veterinarian, an-
swers questions about African swine fever (ASF) and if  there 
are any potential impacts on human health.
 According to Garvey and the U.S. Department of  Agricul-
ture (USDA), ASF is a viral disease impacting only pigs, not 
people - so it is not a public health threat, nor a food-safety 
concern.
 Dr. Garvey says it is important to know:
 – African swine fever is a viral disease impacting only 

pigs, not people - so it is not a public health threat.
 – ASF cannot be transmitted to humans through contact 

with pigs or pork.

What is African swine fever?
 Dr. Daniel Rock, Department of  Pathobiologies Univer-
sity of  Illinois, explains what African swine fever (ASF) and 
how people cannot contract the virus.

 Currently, U.S. pigs are not a� ected by African swine 
fever (ASF) outbreaks in other countries.

 Dr. Rock says that it is important to know:
 • ASF does not aff ect humans and therefore is not a public 

health threat according to USDA.

 • ASF is a disease of  pigs only and therefore is not a threat 
to non-swine pets or other livestock.

 • The United States Dept. of  Agriculture (USDA) has mea-
sures in place to prevent sick animals from entering the 
food supply, including if  ASF is detected in the U.S.

 • As with any food product, you should always follow safe 
handling and cooking instructions to protect your fam-
ily’s health.
Courtesy of  the National Pork Promotion Board  • pork.org

NPPC cancels World Pork Expo 
as precaution in face of 
African Swine Fever risks 

 DES MOINES - The National Pork Producers Council’s 
board of  directors announced on April 10, 2019, its decision 
to cancel World Pork Expo 2019 out of  an abundance of  cau-
tion as African swine fever (ASF) continues to spread in Chi-
na and other parts of  Asia.
 The Iowa Pork Producers Assoc. (IPPA) supported the 
NPPC decision. While ASF a� ects only pigs and presents no 
human health or food safety risks, this viral disease could be 
catastrophic to Iowa pig farmers and the state’s economy if  
it was introduced to the Iowa herd.

Iowa’s Pork Industry Critical
    Iowa’s pork industry creates $36.7 billion in economic ac-
tivity that includes not only the sales of  pigs, but also main 
street businesses that provide feed and supplies, as well as 
pork processing plants.
    Nearly 142,000 Iowa jobs are related to pork processing; 
that’s about 1 in 12 jobs in the state.
    Iowa’s corn and soybean farmers would also see their mar-
kets impacted since Iowa pigs eat the equivalent of  25% of  all 
corn and soybeans grown in the state.

There is currently no vaccine to treat ASF.
 “While an evaluation by veterinarians and other third-party 
experts concluded negligible risk associated with holding the 
event, we have decided to exercise extreme caution,” said David 
Herring, NPPC president and a producer. 
 “The health of  the U.S. swine herd is paramount; the live-
lihoods of  our producers depend on it. Prevention is our only 
defense against ASF and NPPC will continue to do all it can to 
prevent its spread to the United States.”
 IPPA continues to support and appreciate all the work that 
USDA – Animal Plant Health & Inspection Service and the U.S. 
Customs and Border Patrol are doing to prevent ASF from en-
tering the U.S.
 If  you are hosting international travelers coming to Iowa, or 
plan to travel out of  country yourself, IPPA asks that you follow 
all the biosecurity procedures that are provided during travel. 
The IPPA has also purchased broad spectrum disinfectants to 
share with any groups traveling abroad, even if  they are not vis-
iting farms. 
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The Builder’s Choice in Metal Building Solutions
RETAILCOMMERCIAL GOVERNMENT INDUSTRIAL

®

AHRENHOLTZ CONSTRUCTION
G E N E R A L  C O N T R A C T O R S

2603 SW Ave. • Harlan • www.ahrenholtzconstruction.com • aconst@fmctc.com

GENERATION AG LENDING
“THE FUTURE OF FARMING BEGINS WITH FAMILY”

Midstates Bank serves farmers and ranchers throughout the Midwest 
by providing high quality credit services that help fulfill the production 
and growth needs of individual agricultural producers. The Ag Team 
members are professionals who assist customers by seeking to pro-
vide the best overall financing package that meets their needs. The 
team strives to develop strong long-term relationships for generations 
to come by providing:
 
	 •	Personal	commitment	to	customers.
 
 •	A	full	spectrum	of	credit	services,	including	crop	operating,	
	 	 livestock	production,	equipment	and	real	estate	loans.
 
 •	Availability	of	funds	at	competitive	rates	and	terms.
 
 •	The	production,	marketing,	financial	and	credit	knowledge	needed
  to be effective in the current agricultural environment.
 
 •	Onsite	visits	-	we	come	to	you.
 

Call us today and speak with one of our Ag Lenders.

Trent Svendsen

812 Durant, Harlan • 712-755-2126

Dakota Schiefelbein

TOM’S ELECTRIC & 
GRAIN EQUIPMENT, INC.

tomelect@fmctc.com
712-627-4610  •  105 Weber St., Westphalia, IA

America's Finest
Grain Management Systems

Conrad American is a leading manufacturer of 
America's fi nest and heaviest grain management systems.

Our commitment to quality and service is what sets us apart.

Residential and Commercial Wiring
Transport augers also available.

MonogramMonogram
prepared
meats

Harlan, Iowa

Proud Business Partners with 
the Citizens of Shelby County!

 The top fi ve fi nalists have 
been announced for the 17th 
annual Best Breaded Pork Ten-
derloin Contest in Iowa, spon-
sored by the Iowa Pork Produc-
ers Association.
 They include: Big Al’s BBQ 
in Des Moines; Night Hawk Bar 
& Grill in Slater; The Pub at 
the Pinicon in New Hampton; 
Stumble Inn in Bradford; and 
West Side Family Restaurant 
in Grinnell.

 Previous area 
winners include:

 Darrells, Hamlin; Larsen’s 
Pub, Elk Horn; and the Dairy 
Sweet, Dunlap.
 The fi rst- and second-place 
winners will be named later 
this month as part of  October 
Pork Month.
 “All of  the top fi ve fi nalists 
scored highly in our fi rst round 
of  judging this summer, which 
included 40 restaurants from 
around the state,” said Kelsey 
Sutter, IPPA marketing and 
programs director. “And we’re 
excited to announce Iowa’s 
Best for 2019.”

Finalists named for Iowa’s 2019 
Best Breaded Pork Tenderloin

Nominations soar
 IPPA received 5,390 nomina-
tions for 470 di� erent establish-
ments during the spring nomi-
nation period. Those numbers 
are up signifi cantly from nearly 
1,600 nominations for 380 estab-
lishments in 2018.
 “We made some improve-
ments to simplify the nomina-
tion process, and we’re thrilled 
to see that it resulted in more 
tenderloin enthusiasm from loy-
al fans across the state nominat-

ing their favorites,” Sutter said.
 Any Iowa restaurant, café or 
tavern that has hand-breaded 
or battered pork tenderloins on 
its menu is eligible to be nomi-
nated. In order to win, the nomi-
nated business must be open 
year-round; however, seasonal 
restaurants can be in the fi nal 
top fi ve.
 The winning restaurant will 
receive $500, a plaque, a banner 
to display and statewide public-
ity that will bring in new busi-
ness.

Iowa Pork Industry Facts - 2019

On the Farm
•  Iowa is the number one pork producing state in the U.S. and the top state for pork exports.
•  Nearly one-third of the nation’s hogs are raised in Iowa.
•  Iowa has more than 6,200 pig farms.
•  The top fi ve Iowa counties for pig production are Washington, Sioux, Lyon, Hamilton and Plymouth.
•  Iowa producers marketed almost 48 million hogs in 2018.
•  At any one time, there are approximately 22 million pigs being raised in Iowa.

� e Economic Contribution
•   As of 2015 -- 141,813 jobs were associated with the Iowa pork industry.*
•  One in nearly 12 working Iowans has a job tied to the pork industry.*
•  Exports of pork from Iowa totaled more than $2.1 billion in 2018.
•  In 2018, Japan, Mexico, Canada, South Korea, and Hong Kong/China are the leading value export 
markets for Iowa pork -- by volume were Mexico, Japan, So. Korea, Canada and Hong Kong/China.**
• Hog production contributed $13.1 billion to the state economy in 2015.*
• The pork industry contributed $36.7 billion in sales in 2015.*
• Pork slaughtering and processing facilities generated $23.7 billion dollars in 2015.
• One hog consumes approximately 9 - 10 bu. of corn and 100 lbs. of soybean meal from birth to a 
market weight of 275 lbs. The production to fi ll that need is equal to 25% of all corn and soybean acres 
in Iowa.
* Source: Decision Innovation Solutions 2017 Economic Contribution Study.
**Source: U.S. Meat Export Federation 2018 Pork Export Statistics


