
GLENWOOD – Kenneth Jo-
seph Kleffman was born on Octo-
ber 7th, 1952 in Harlan, to Harry 
and Cecilia Kleffman. He gradu-
ated from Harlan high school in 
1971, and served his country in 
the Army until 1974, when he was 
honorably discharged. In May of 
1973 Ken Kleffman was married 
to Denise Juel in Harlan.  They 
lived in Harlan for another 15+ 
years, welcoming their son Justin 
into the family on May 18th, 1982. 

Ken and his family moved to 
California in 1989, where he worked as a carpenter.  While the marriage 
ended in divorce in 1993, Ken always lived close by and was a constant 
presence in his son’s life until he moved back to Iowa in 2013 to be closer 
to his parents and brothers. 

Ken was not just a carpenter, but a true artist with wood. He created 
masterpieces in the mansions of California, and he brought his pride and 
perfectionism to every deck and porch he built in the Council Bluffs area.  
His family treasures the furniture, picture frames and other gifts that he 
brought to new life from oak and walnut.

Ken was an avid outdoorsman and relished the natural beauty of his 
country. He enjoyed riding motorcycles, camping, fishing and hunting.  
His love of the American frontier kept him reading books on its history 
and always finding time to re-watch his favorite westerns. 

Ken was a man of common sense, privacy and skeptical wisdom.  He 
lived within his means, made all purchases with cash, and refused to 
show identification when buying alcohol, citing the white in his beard as 
sufficient proof of his age.  But most of all, Ken was a man of unrelenting 
humor.  He would light up a room with stories of his trials and tribulations 
against the absurdities of life, leaving friends and family doubled over 
with laughter.

Kenneth was pronounced dead at the Nebraska Medical Center in 
Omaha on the afternoon of Monday, January 14, 2019 following the af-
termath of a one-vehicle crash the previous evening in Mineola.

Ken is predeceased by his father Harry Kleffman of Harlan, and his 
ex-wife Denise Kleffman of Gardena, CA. 

Ken is survived by his son Justin and his wife Courtney Kleffman of 
San Diego, CA; two grandchildren Landon and Emerson Kleffman; his 
mother Cecilia Kleffman of Harlan; sister Patricia Mihina of Carol Stream, 
IL; brother David Kleffman and his wife Diane of Glenwood; sister Joan 
and her husband James Herbst of Glenwood Springs, CO; brother Leo 
Kleffman and his wife Tami of Omaha, NE; sister Janet and her husband 
Gerald Mackenzie of Novato, CA; nieces and nephews; other family and 
friends. 

A celebration of life is currently being planned for Sunday, June 2 at a 
location to be determined.
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