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laughed, and then kneeled and said 
‘Well…no. I was going to ask for 
your hand in marriage.’ The rest is 
history,”said Sarah.
 Joe proposed to Sarah shortly 
after they marked five years of  dat-
ing. Sarah of  Westphalia and Joe of  
Earling, met and got to know each 
other when they were co-workers at 
Fareway in Harlan. Joe knew pretty 
quickly after they started dating 
that he would ask her one day to be 
his wife. 
 “We just complimented each 
other really well and still do for that 
matter,” said Joe.
 Prior to the proposal day Joe 
asked permission from Sarah’s dad, 
Tom, to propose to his daughter. 
 “I knew we (Sarah and I) both 
were wanting a more private event 
(for the proposal). I thought a ro-
mantic walk through Ledges State 
Park would do the trick. I did ask 
Tom about it beforehand. As for the 
time, it was the soonest I could ca-
sually get a plan together. Others 
would say not soon enough,” said 
Joe.

Planning process started with 
gown selection

 Wedding planning started a 
couple of  weeks later when Sarah, 
her mom, Lisa; and sister, Court-
ney; went shopping the day after 
Thanksgiving.
 “On a whim, my mom, sis-
ter, and I went to David’s Bridal 
in Council Bluffs on Black Friday 
because we all happened to not be 
busy. Due to David’s Bridal not be-
ing part of  the huge sales that day, 
we had nearly the whole place to 
ourselves. With the help of  some 
great assistants, I tried on several 
dresses,” said Sarah.
 “I had originally had a little 
bit of  an idea of  what I was look-
ing for, but we ended up finding my 
dream dress after trying on the one 
I thought I would like (but didn’t).”
 Sarah had hoped to have a fall 
wedding and wanted a date that 
would be easy for her groom to re-
member for years to come.
 Sarah and Joe were married 
on Saturday, November 12, 2016 at 
Trinity Lutheran Church in Des 
Moines. Approximately 300 guests 
helped the couple celebrate their 
special day.
 “We chose that date from a list 
of  available dates for no reason 
other than it was in the fall (a stipu-

lation preferred by me) and it was 
easy to remember (11/12) for Joe’s 
sake,” said Sarah.
 Their wedding party consisted 
of  six attendants on the bride’s side 
and six attendants on the groom’s 
side. Sarah commented that may 
seem like a lot, but she said it was 
tough to narrow it down.
 “We chose our siblings (Joe’s 
brother as the best man, my sister 
as the maid of  honor, my brothers 
as groomsmen) and friends that we 
wanted to be surrounded by on our 
important day,” said Sarah.
 The couple also had a special 
memory table at the ceremony 
to honor the deceased grandpar-
ents (all four of  the bride’s and the 
groom’s maternal grandfather) and 
Joe’s deceased paternal aunt. 
 “The only other (unplanned) 
tradition was introduced by family 
friends from Italy. As per tradition 
in Italy, they were kind enough to 
send for us to have a white orchid. It 
was given to me on the night before 
our wedding, and we incorporated 
it into our day by placing it among 
our loved ones photos on the mem-
ory table. It was an unexpected but 
beautiful and thoughtful addition to 
our celebration,” said Sarah.

Venues provide hometown  
atmosphere

 The reception and dance were 
held at the Izaak Walton Banquet 
Hall also in Des Moines. In choosing 
venues the couple looked for some 
important preferences.
 “We shopped around at many 
different places and felt that the 
places we chose were representa-
tive, in a way, of  the kind of  couple 
we are…laid back. The ceremony 
space was chosen because we both 
agreed we liked the space itself  and 
the pastor’s speaking style/person-
ality,” said Sarah.
 “The reception hall reminded 
both of  us of  our hometown and of-
fered the kind of  atmosphere and 
care that you would expect from a 
small town but can be harder to find 
here in the city. It was love at first 
sight for both places.”
 Their chosen wedding colors 
for decorations and flowers cen-
tered around cobalt and silver. 
 “Blue is my favorite color, and 
although we tried to incorporate 
Joe’s favorite color of  green, the 
two of  us couldn’t decide on a color 
shade/combination of  the two col-
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 DES MOINES -- When Sarah 
Conry’s boyfriend, Joseph Hahn, 
said he had a question for her dur-
ing a routine hike to one of  the 
highest places in Ledges State Park, 
Sarah figured he wanted to know if  
she wanted to hike higher to get a 
better view of  the Iowa scenery.  
 Instead his question changed 
both their lives forever as he asked 
Sarah to marry him. The proposal 
date was November 13, 2015 at the 
park near Boone. 
 “We had hiked to one of  the 
highest places in the park and stood 
looking out at the lovely Iowa scen-
ery. As we stood there, Joe told me 
that he had a question for me. I nev-
er taking anything seriously joked 
that, if  he was going to ask me if  
we were going to keep climbing 
to the top of  the large hill we just 
scaled, my answer was yes. He was 
understandably thrown off by this, 
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ors, so Joe decided we should 
just go with blue.” said Sar-
ah. 
 “Our theme was unique 
to us and representative 
of  us, but I don’t know that 
there’s a name for it. We in-
corporated our mutual love 
of  reading where we could, 
made sure there were touch-
es of  elegance without being 
extravagant, and let the ex-
isting beauty of  the venues 
speak for themselves.”

Grandfather remembered, 
car accident impact

 Sarah refl ects on the im-
pact that two major events, 
the death of  her grandfather 
and a car accident, had on 
their wedding day.
 “The one thing that did 
slightly a� ect our wedding 
day was the very recent loss 
of  my grandfather, Wayne 
Geer, a little more than a 
month before the wedding 
day. It was very di�  cult to 
not have him standing with 
us, celebrating with us and 
immortalized in pictures. 
That being said, our wedding 
day wasn’t ruined because 
of  this because we felt our 
loved ones that had passed 
were there with us in spirit,” 
said Sarah.
 The bride also had the 
misfortune of  being involved 
in an accident.
 “The other event that 
had potential to a� ect our 
plans but didn’t was a car ac-
cident about 12 days before 
our nuptials. I was victim to 
a head-on car collision be-
tween Harlan and Avoca on 
Highway 59 on October 31. I 
was returning to Des Moines 
(where Joe and I reside) after 
my second-to-last wedding 
dress fi tting and was struck 
by another vehicle,” said 
Sarah.
 “Luckily, it was a lot less 
dire than it could have been, 
and I was able to marry Joe 
as planned less than two 
weeks later. There’s not a 
time that I think about that 
incident that I don’t appre-
ciate the fact that everyone 
involved in the accident sur-
vived.”

Bride and groom o� er 
wedding planning advice

 Sarah’s advice for those 
beginning the wedding plan-
ning process is to start as 
early as you can, space out 
your deadlines to a manage-
able time frame, be as orga-
nized as possible, let people 
help you, and don’t sweat the 
small things. 
 “I found it immensely 
helpful to make a month-by-
month schedule of  deadlines 
that were pertinent to our 
wedding,” said Sarah.  
 “Even though I kept 
pretty organized, I was pret-
ty darn stressed. Between 
work, school, and wedding 
planning, I had a full plate. 
I’m just thankful for the help 
we had pulling everything 
together and most thankful 
for the fact that I had a very 
helpful groom!”
 Joe’s advice for future 
grooms is to have input in 
the process and o� er opin-
ions.
 “Make sure if  she is ask-
ing you questions about the 
day or the days surrounding 
it to answer them with your 
own opinions. The wedding 
day is about both of  you,” 
said Joe.
 The Hahns decided to 
plan a delayed honeymoon 
trip as they are saving mon-
ey for their fi rst home. Sarah 
said they hope to go on a 
honeymoon once they have 
their fi rst home purchased.
 Sarah and Joe reside 
in Des Moines. Sarah is the 
daughter of  Thomas and 
Lisa Conry, Westphalia. Jo-
seph is the son of  Michael 
Hahn, Earling; and Michelle 
(Klein) Beasmore, Lisbon.
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 Photos clockwise from left 
-- Joe and Sarah’s fi rst dance as 
husband and wife; Sarah and her 
attendants before the ceremony; 
and the groom shares a dance 
with the fl ower girl, Quincey. (All 
photos contributed) 
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